Methodology

Before looking at the text of Paul’s letters to the Colossians or even the world in

which Paul and the Colossian church lived, it is necessary to make some remarks
about the method I have followed or the steps that | have taken to produce these
notes.! This is necessary in part because it spells out my expectations for those
who are taking this course for full college credit. | have endeavored to tailor the
method specifically to these two letters to the Colossian church.
* Prayer—Bible interpretation should never be approached apart from

prayer. We must ask the Spirit who inspired the text to illuminate the text.

In this very letter, Paul himself provides an example of how prayers like

this ought to work:
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy
of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing
in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving
joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his
holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have

redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Col 1:9-14).

Judging from the warnings that Paul gives, the Spirit’s help in understanding the
Scripture was desperately needed for the Colossian believers. He tells them not
to pay attention to those who would “judge you by what you eat or drink, or with
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day” (2:16).

To us, this may seem straightforward. However, if we consider that the

1] am indebted to my colleague, Jonathan Moore, for reducing his own discussions on the method of

interpretation (with me and with students) to a set of stages which [ have revised and expanded below.
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Colossians would not have had most of the New Testament (NT), if we remember
that the Old Testament (OT) has quite a bit to say about judgments on the basis
of Sabbath observance and other violations of the Mosaic covenant, then the need
for wisdom in applying the Scriptures becomes more clear to us. We, who claim
to worship the same God as Abraham, Moses, and Paul, also desperately need the
help of the Holy Spirit to teach us the will of God, to grant us wisdom and
understanding for living a life that is worthy of him.
The Spirit is indispensable in interpretation even though many without the Spirit
have come to understand much about the biblical text. For instance, Jesus himself
calls Nicodemus, “Israel’s teacher,” yet Jesus is emphatic that Nicodemus did not
have the Spirit—that he was not born again (John 3:1-15). It is the Spirit who
keeps us from an arrogant rebellion against the Scripture or a self-righteous
satisfaction in superficial observance of it. This is what I mean that we must have
the Spirit’s help in interpretation.
If the Spirit’s help is indispensable in interpretation, and if simple study of the
Word does not guarantee such help from the Spirit, then it follows that we must
plead with God for that help. The Spirit blows where he wills; perhaps he will
come if we ask!
With this in mind, it has been my commitment (1) to pray vigilantly the above
prayer each time I sit down to study the text of Paul’s letters to the Colossians
and Philemon on my own behalf as well as for your sake. [ am also resolving (2)
to make prayer a foundational part of the way class is conducted, at the very least
starting and ending our days together with prayer. Finally I am planning (3) to
memorize this prayer, i.e., Col 1:9-14, as a means of guiding my ministry of
intercession for those with whom I serve our Lord Christ.

* Pre-understanding—It is helpful to have a limited “pre-understanding” of

the text and its situation to help bridge the geographical, cultural, and
historical gaps that exist between our own time and culture and that of the

biblical author and original audience. This step is absolutely necessary if
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we wish to be equipped to faithfully apply the Scriptures to those to whom

we minister.
It is obvious that Paul’s audience, the recipients of the letter to the Colossians,
had some idea of who they were and who Paul was. When Paul writes about the
ministry of Epaphras (Col 1:7), the philosophy of the world (Col 2:8), or the
slavery of Onesimus (Phlm 12-16), the Spirit is inviting us to consider a specific
historical situation that became an occasion for the miraculous production of
Holy Writ. That means carefully using our imagination to picture a certain time
for specific people in a real place.
Of course, using one’s imagination in any branch of theology is a dangerous
business, and exegesis is by no means an exception. Therefore, we must ground
our understanding about the occasion of these letters in the letters themselves.
The Scriptures themselves must provide the backbone of our pre-understanding
of the letter; and then we can consult secondary resources about the cultural
context of the day to fill in the gaps. The Bible text is the main thing; most of the
history that is necessary for the understanding of the Scriptures is contained in
the Scriptures. Bible dictionaries and similar tools help bridge a gap but we
should be careful not to overemphasize the gap.
With this in mind, [ encourage you to read the letters 10 times. Both books can be
comfortably read aloud together in less than 15 minutes total, so this first Bible-
reading assignment should take less than 3 hours total. God communicated the
text using normal, human means and intended for it to be understood by the
average reader using ordinary means. So the words that resulted in Augustine’s
conversion are apropos: “Take up and read!” If possible use more than one
translation—preferably of different philosophies, formal and functional
equivalence. For the first two readings, use two different translations if possible,
try to make it through the entire book quickly, in 3-8 minutes. Pay special
attention to the section headings the translators have inserted for ease of
reading. These initial scans will give you a basic orientation to the shape and

function of the letter.
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Then each additional time you read the book, record in complete sentences at
least 5 facts about the occasion of the letter each time you read the letter. These
observations can include answers to the following questions:
+  Who wrote the letter?
+ Does the author give any clues about his current living situation?
+ Did he record a specific reason for writing? If so, what is it?
+ Did he give other hints and clues about why he wrote the letter? If
so, what are the other clues?
+ What was the relationship between the author and his audience?
+ How does the author communicate? What tone does he use? For
example, is the letter primarily an expression of gratitude, a
summary of doctrine, a dire warning or something else?
+ According the author’s perspective, what were some difficulties,
problems, or struggles that the audience was undergoing?
+ How would the audience have heeded the author’s advice, warnings,
or instructions?
+  What would the consequences be if the audience ignored the letter?
By the end you should have 40 facts recorded about the background of the books.
Feel free at this point to add 5 or 10 facts you may have missed by consulting a
Bible dictionary or NT introduction.

* Paragraphing and Outlining—Every thoughtful written work is
structured, and these letters of Paul are certainly no exception. The
structure of any given work may not be easily anticipated or deciphered,
but it is present. If an interpreter were to try to mix up Paul’s sentences in
his letters to the Colossians, arranging each sentence randomly, the letters
would cease to function as they were intended. If the result made any
sense whatsoever, it would not be the sense that Paul (and thus the Holy
Spirit) intended to convey.

Have you ever heard the rule that a verse must be taken in its context if it is to be

understood properly? This step of paragraphing is the step where we consider
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the question, “What is the immediate context of each verse?” “How do the
author’s ideas and sentences fit together?”

Therefore, our next step is to observe the structure of Paul’s thoughts. While
secondary sources can certainly be helpful at this stage, it behooves us to reread
the text itself again and to paragraph and outline its contents ourselves. | suggest
that you read the letters straight through 10 more times. Each time you should
take care to notice how the various translations divide the text. Reading the text
carefully involves noting key markers and key words/phrases (especially
connecting words, e.g., therefore, for this reason, now concerning, and so that) in
the text. These important words and phrases help us answer the questions of
why the author is writing or what central idea the author is driving at or
emphasizing.

Copy the entire text of the letters into a word processor; delete the section
divisions, paragraph markers, and verse numbers. Actively read the text for the
twenty-first time, tracing the flow of thought in the text by looking for sub-
sections, noting content breaks, highlighting key verses in those sections, and
seeing how they complement or relate to each other in bringing out what exactly
the author is saying. Try to imagine how you would divide the text if you were a
translator. Insert paragraph breaks and section headings where you believe they
belong.

Finally, produce a sentence outline of the book with references. Each line in the
outline should be a complete sentence that summarizes the entirety of the
section. Obviously, you will want to consult and edit this outline throughout your
study of the book.

» Paragraph-by-paragraph summarizing—One essential component of
comprehension is the ability to paraphrase and summarize. You know a
father has thoroughly learned an idea when he is able to explain it to his
children, and, in the same way, a teacher knows you have understood what
he has taught when you are able to restate it without leaning on the words

that the teacher himself used. Unless you have had a good deal of practice
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in this exercise, you may need to think through several steps in the

process.

1. Read through a section (that is, multiple paragraphs that hang together
as a unit of thought) carefully rereading the text noting and extracting
what God is saying and what we are to do with it.

2. Come to terms with the author. What is it about an individual
paragraph that brings questions to your mind? What about it is difficult
to understand? What words are central? What words are confusing?
One fact that can make exegesis difficult is that sometimes the
confusing words of a given passage and the important words of that
passage are the same words! Write your questions down to force you to
think through what it is that you do not understand. If you have taken
biblical language courses during your time here, then use a standard
Greek lexicon to find the range of meaning, and make a determination
about which meaning fits best in the context. Usually the best meaning
for a word is the one that contributes the least amount of new
information to the context. Sometimes we want to read all the
definitions or the most profound definition of a word into the context.
We want our language study to totally revolutionize our understanding
of the passage. But our English translations have purposefully
endeavored to communicate the intent of the author adequately in our
own tongue, so it is unlikely (but not impossible) that you will so
surpass their abilities as to transfigure the meaning of a passage with
one word study. Again, least meaning is usually best.

(1)If you have not had any language training, then you will find the following
helpful.
a. Look up the difficult word in Strong’s concordance.
b. Determine the “Strong’s number” assigned to the word in your

context.
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c. Lookup the “Strong’s number” in Strong’s dictionary in the back
of the concordance. Alternatively, sources like Mounce’s
Expository Dictionary are keyed to this numbering system to
provide definitions for Greek and Hebrew words.

d. Choose the best fitting definition. Remember, least meaning is
usually best.

(2)Secondary sources like study Bibles and commentaries can often be of help
in these areas. But you should take care to do your own work first. Before
you consult commentaries, make sure you take time to think through—
even write down—your specific questions. This will allow you to scan the
commentaries for answers and not obligate you to read the entire section
of the commentary.

3. Identify the key verse. Which verse holds the central point that the
author is making in that section? Answering this question will help you
in restating the main point of each paragraph. Do not look for the most
familiar verse, the verse that is easiest to apply to your situation, or the
most devotional thought. Good works and worship must come from an
adequate understanding of the document as a whole. Drawing
implications about life and worship is essential, but we cannot apply
aright until we have understood aright. Look instead for the verse that
exposes the author’s main point. This key verse is the point to which
the rest of the section builds up, or the point from which everything
else proceeds.

4. Find the Big Idea: Identify the subject and subsequent
compliment/predicate for each paragraph. Once you have isolated the
key verse for the section in your mind and teased out its relationship to
the rest of the sentences and paragraphs, you should be able to answer
two questions. (1) What is each paragraph talking about (i.e., What is
the subject or topic of this paragraph)? (2) What does each paragraph

in the section say about its subject (i.e., What predicate or compliment
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goes with this subject)? Be precise. Use one word each to identify the

subject and the complement. This forces us to know exactly what is

being discussed.
One set of tools in arriving at the big idea may be found if we ask the question,
“What is the implied question that the text is answering?” Does the paragraph
primarily give reasons? Then it answers a why question. Does the paragraph
primarily describe or explain an person, thing, place idea, or event? Then it
answers a what question. Does it describe the way or manner an action was
performed? Then it answers a how question.
One example of this kind of subject/complement pair is found in a story told
about a husband and wife discussing a Sunday sermon. The wife was tending to
sick children during the sermon and had to be absent for much of the time. So
later that afternoon she asked her husband, “So what did pastor talk about in the
sermon this week?”
Giving the question some quick thought, the husband said, “I think he was talking
about sin.”
The wife replied with another question, “What did he say about it?”
“I think he said it was bad,” came the reply.
There you have a succinct subject and complement: Sin is bad. Now hopefully we
can be much more specific than this example. But the form, at least, is correct.
What does the author talk about (subject), and what does he say about that topic
(complement)?
A better example is drawn from Matthew 1:18-24. This text was designed to
answer the question, “How did the birth of Christ come about?” According to that
paragraph, the birth of Christ came about through the miraculous working of
God’s Holy Spirit, in fulfillment of OT prophecy. The account of the birth of Christ
(subject) answers the question how by recounting the announcement of virgin
conception and its connection to the OT prophets (complement).

4. Relate the Big Idea to the Big Picture. Once you have completed the

subject/complement exercise for each paragraph, repeat it for entire
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sections of the letter. Get the big picture of a section of text by
describing the connections between the paragraphs you have
summarized. The author wrote the paragraphs in order on purpose. So
at this stage we need to answer the question, “Why is this paragraph
here?” To answer the question, classify the way the rest of the
sentences and paragraphs in the section relate to this key verse. Two
basic categories form the foundation for our classification: support and
inference. Support sentences and paragraphs lead the reader to the
conclusion that the author is trying to make. Inference sentences and
paragraphs take the main point of the paragraph and draw out
implications. The interpreter will eventually need to be more detailed
in his description of the connection between one paragraph and the
section in which it appears. But a good place to start is endeavoring to
understand whether the author is using basically inductive logic
(gathering details to support a conclusion), deductive logic (using an
idea to infer several conclusions), or some combination thereof. (You
will need to revise your broad idea of the section by checking it back
with the paragraphs repeatedly over time to arrive to as accurate a
broad idea as possible while keeping it succinct.)

. Each time you complete the subject/complement exercise for a section,
compare your findings with the letter as a whole, by reading through
the entire letter again. When applied to these two letters, this process
should yield roughly 12 more readings for Colossians and around 5 for
Philemon. It should give you a better understanding of how the pieces
of each book fit together as a whole. Can you find a single verse that
stands out as the key verse of the entire letter?

. Draw together your summary, allowing one sentence to stand for each
paragraph, and one paragraph to stand for each section. You should be
able to fit the letters of both Colossians and Philemon on the front of

one A4 sheet of paper.
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7. Compare your outline from the previous step with this summary and
make necessary adjustments to reflect your new insights into the
structure of the book.

* Producing an exegetical outline of each paragraph. You have already
outlined the entire book. Now we are concentrating on individual paragraphs.
Here we are seeking to answer the question, “How does each sentence in the
paragraph relate to those around it?” This is where tools like Bible Arcing and
sentence flow diagrams may be used to great advantage. We are disciplining
ourselves to represent these relationships visually. This discipline is helpful in
several ways: (1) For visual learners, it is an essential part of demonstrating
understanding of a passage. (2) It helps us to be able to quickly remind
ourselves of the mechanics of each paragraph. (3) If we have a crisp image in
our mind of how the passage works, we are better able to convey that
information to others. (4) It informs our body language and nonverbal
communication as we seek to explain the passage to others. The following
notes will provide examples of such outlines.

» Principializing—We are finally ready to ask “So what’s the BIG DEAL?” What
does the author want us to do with the information and his argument?
Unfortunately, this is where we usually try to go first. However, if we cannot
answer (1) “What does it say (big idea)?” and (2) “Why does it say it here (big
picture)?”, then we have no business asking (3) “What does it mean for me
(big deal)?”

Paul's prayer in Colossians 1:9-14 reminds us that understanding and insight are

not intended to be sources of academic pride. On the contrary, he believes it

should lead to worship and work. He expected the Colossians to grow in their
ability to do good works, to grow in their knowledge of and relationship with

God, to have their character strengthened for the purpose of endurance, and to

have their worship enhanced with understanding of the work of God in Christ.

Methodologically, it is helpful to begin with the theological implications of each

paragraph. This order follows Paul’s rhythm throughout his letters of doctrine
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preceding action, indicative preceding imperative. Here our mission is to press
beyond the section and letter in which the paragraph appears and see how it
relates to the revealed, written Word as a whole. We are seeking to answer
questions like, “How does this passage inform my knowledge of God?” and “What
about the character, power, and plan of God is found in this text and may provide
fuel for worship?”

After our biography of God has been enriched by the passage, we should be ready
to consider our own situation. At this stage we should seek to relate each
paragraph, section, and document to our personal lives and cultural setting by
drawing out a succinctly stated principle from the big idea and formulating
concrete applications to follow based on that principle.

The principle may simply be a restatement of the big idea in imperatival form.
Ultimately we want to use the author’s idea(s), and what he is actually saying in
the text, and then relate it to today. For example, “Paul prayed for insight,” is a big
idea. The principle could be, “Pray for insight!” or “Believers should pray for
insight!” This main principle should be short and memorable. One common
recommendation is that it should be able to pass the 02:00 test. If in the middle of
the night on Friday, your wife were to shake you awake and ask you what you
were going to preach on Sunday, you should be able to state the main principle of
your sermon based on the big idea of the text.

While the main principle or proposition of your sermon should be crisp and
succinct, your applications may take a bit more time. For an application to qualify
as concrete, it should meet the following criteria:

Specific—"You should be a better Christian this year” is not a good application.
Using God’s Word as a standard, this resolution is measurable. By God’s grace, it
is attainable. Because you can try again next year, it is repeatable. And the phrase
“this year” sets a time limit on it. All of these items are good, but the problem is
that it is not specific. You could preach a sermon from any text in the Bible and
come to that application. How specifically should you improve in your Christian

walk?
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Measurable—Applications like, “I need to love more this week,” are difficult to
quantify. Is there any way you can know whether you have indeed loved more
this week? If so, make that measurement the application.

Attainable—"I'm not going to sin this month,” is an admirable goal, but given the
continual confession recommended by Matthew 6 and 1 John 1, I do not believe it
is biblically attainable. You run the risk of deceiving yourself about where you
are spiritually in order to feel like you have met your goals. Make sure your
applications are within reach.

Repeatable—One signal that indicates whether an application is concrete is
whether you can repeat it. “Let’s live a worshipful life” is certainly a vital
principle, but it is not a concrete application. We only have one life to live. After
that is eternity. A better application would be more like, “Start your day with
worship on the basis of the truth of the Scripture.”

Time-bound—Adding a phrase like “this week,” or “this year,” gives us an
opportunity to measure and repeat our application of the Scripture.

An example of a concrete application would, “Next time you are tempted to cheat
by accepting a bribe to overlook a building code violation, don’t!” Here a specific
sin has been prohibited. The application is time-bound and repeatable (“next
time”). You can measure whether you have fulfilled the application or not, and by
the grace of God in the cross of Christ, a believer can say, “No!” to dishonesty and
all ungodliness (Titus 2).

The value of making your applications concrete like this is that, even though not
all of your people are building inspectors, they are able to imagine similar
situations in their own experience in which they must be honest. We often find it
easier to transfer application from concrete to concrete than from abstract to
concrete.

Because application is culturally relevant and deeply personal, I will endeavor to

make time for discussion of application at the end of each section throughout our

study of the books.
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Pre-understanding

Paul

Paul, a personally commissioned delegate of the of the resurrected Messiah, Jesus
of Nazareth (Col 1:1), is known almost entirely through his letters (especially
Galatians, the Corinthian correspondence, and Romans) and through the book of
Acts.

What we know about Paul centers on his missionary activity.2 After a significant
ministry in Antioch of Syria and two visits to Jerusalem, he conducted his first
missionary journey with Barnabas in Gentile Asia minor around AD 47. After this,
he wrote the book of Galatians, attended the doctrinal hearing in Jerusalem, and
embarked on a second journey with Silas, eventually picking up Timothy. Around
this time he composed the Thessalonian correspondence while he stayed for
around 18 months in Corinth (Acts 18:11, c. AD 51). After returning to Antioch for
a short time, Paul embarked on a third expedition, one which would result in a
three year stay in Ephesus. He wrote the first of two extant letters to Corinth
from there and the other from Macedonia (the region where Thessalonica and
Philippi are located). After finally arriving in Corinth from Macedonia, he
composed his famous letter to the Roman church, a letter which prepares us for
the tensions that Paul was to face in his fateful visit to Jerusalem (c. AD 57). He is
imprisoned there and travels to Rome under arrest via Caesarea Philippi and
Malta. It is during this imprisonment, which probably ends in AD 62, that he will
pen the letters under our consideration in this class—Colossians and Philemon.
In a letter like this with eternal consequences and the gospel itself on the line,
Paul made clear that his apostleship is by God’s will (Col 1:1). Paul’s special
stewardship came from God (Col 1:25); his account, warning, and teaching about

Christ were infused with God’s wisdom (Col 1:28); and Christ’s energy

2The dates and chronology in this paragraph are based on the consensus of two works: D. A. Carson and
Douglas Moo’s New Testament Introduction (KL 9146-9190), and “Reading the Epistles,” and
“Introduction to Colossians” in ESVSB.
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empowered Paul’s work (Col 1:29). Straying from the Pauline teaching was not
merely leaving a teacher behind; it was leaving behind salvation in Christ.

This divine calling entrusted Paul with nearly unparalleled authority. Even where
it is clear that Paul did not personally plant a church, Paul felt responsibility for
the Colossian believers (Col 1:1). In fact, Paul took responsibility for more than
one church that he had not personally planted or even visited (Col 2:1).

It is worth noting that Paul did not use this authority to boss people around, to
dominate or micromanage them. Instead, he presses his claim to authority “so
that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the
knowledge of God’s mystery — Christ” (Col 2:2, HCSB). Being an apostle made
Paul a servant of the gospel and a servant of the church (Col 1:23-24). Paul’s task
was to proclaim the complete word to the Gentiles (Col 1:25) for the purpose of
universal maturity (Col 1:28). This proclamation ministry took the tone of
warning as well as teaching (Col 1:27), but it never devolved into bullying. Far
from using his position in the church for personal advancement, Paul was
currently in chains for proclaiming the gospel (Col 4:3). A fact that Paul wanted

the Colossians to remember (Col 4:18).

Colossians

The story of the Colossians is the incredible if now familiar story of early
Christianity in the first decades after the resurrection of Christ. All of the
evidence points to a largely Gentile congregation (Col 1:27), and before the
gospel came through Epaphras, the picture was bleak. The Colossians were at
one time hostile to God (Col 1:21). They used to lust for sex and money (Col 3:7).
As with all humanity, the Colossians practiced dishonesty and abusive patterns of
speech and behavior (3:8-9).

Everything changed when Epaphras proclaimed the gospel in Colossae (Col 1:7).
He spoke a message of hope that motivated love (Col 1:5). Some Colossians
received the message from the day they heard the gospel (Col 1:6). They

embraced the teaching about Jesus the Messiah and recognized him as their
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Master (Col 2:6). They put off the old self and put on the new self (Col 3:9-10),
repenting from their evil behavior (Col 1:21). That is to say, their lives were
transformed by hearing the gospel (Col 1:6). That is why Paul calls the Colossians
holy and faithful (Col 1:2). Like the rest of the human race, the Colossians
continued to have faults (Col 3:13), but they were known for a broad love of
Christians everywhere (Col 1:4).

This conversion was by no means an individualistic affair. Paul’s community
standards imply that the Colossian believers saw themselves as a community. He
assumes that they are gathering and taking part in one another’s lives (Col 3:12-
17). The Colossian church was made up of households, including people of both
sexes, all ages, and various economic backgrounds (Col 3:18-4:1). This believing
community did not isolate itself, but maintained contact with outsiders (Col 4:5-
6).

One can only imagine what their gatherings were like; the letter gives us several
clues: Paul assumes that the Colossian believers had the ability to teach one
another with God’s wisdom, even without the presence of Epaphras (Col 3:16).
Paul also assumes that the Colossians had access to a known set of doctrinally-
oriented musical pieces, probably including but not limited to the biblical psalms
(Col 3:17). The instructions regarding the letter itself give us a glimpse into the
life of the early church which would have at least occasionally read apostolic
letters in their gatherings (Col 4:16). Some previous instruction on the practice of
prayer is implied by Paul’s prayer requests (Col 4:3). In addition, the church in
Colossae (and Epaphras personally) was in contact with the nearby church of
Laodicea (Col 4:15, 18).

While Paul is thankful for the evident work of grace among his audience, he is
aware that soul-endangering teaching had found purchase among them. Among
the community of those who died with Christ, there are some who are submitting
to the rules of those who were propagating this teaching (Col 2:20). So even as he
is assuring them that they have been reconciled to God, he hastens to add that

this has taken place if it proves true that they continue in the faith (Col 1:22-23).
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Colossians were hearing fine-sounding arguments (Col 2:4). The faith of the
Colossians was being threatened by “deceptive philosophy” (Col 2:8).3 This

doctrinal threat constitutes the occasion of Paul's letter.

Deceptive Philosophy

In Col 2:1-4, Paul gives us a clear statement about why he was writing the letter
to the Colossians. He was "contending" for them "so that no one may deceive
you" (Col 2:4). While we do not have a full account of events that precipitated the
letter, we can piece together a few details about what happened. The
philosophers appear to have been associated with the orthodox community at
one point, but, by the time of the writing of the letter, they clearly had departed
from the authority of Christ (Col 2:19). Paul sees the danger of the spread of this
teaching and attempts to head it off or hamper its progress by circulating this
letter (Col 4:16). Paul feels it necessary to reassert his authority as Christ's
handpicked representative (Col 1:1). Paul desires the Colossians “to reach all the
riches of full assurance,” implying that the philosophers were causing them to
doubt the apostolic teaching (Col 2:2, cf. 1 John 2:18-19, 5:13).

The error that the Colossian congregation was facing is notoriously difficult to
identify historically. However, the difficulty is not exegetical but historical: Paul
gives us a plethora of details to digest regarding his opponents, but we find it
difficult to put those details together into a cohesive whole that matches
precisely any of the heretical groups we know about from sources outside the
Bible. Left with no other choice (and not too concerned to look for another
choice) we will restrict our observations to the biblical text.

Perhaps the most clear feature of the deceptive philosophy was its Judaizing
elements. Someone was putting socioreligious pressure on the Colossians for not
observing Jewish dietary restrictions and the Jewish calendar (Col 2:16). Physical

circumcision could also have been part of the error (Col 2:11). The idea that the

3] have thus referred to the false teachers as “the philosophers.” The risk with this term is that does not

convey the Jewish elements of the teaching, but a better term eludes me.
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dietary restrictions and calendar observances were a shadow of Christ would
seem to imply that real OT injunctions were used by its propagators (Col 2:17).
Paul's eagerness to stress the international nature of the new body in Christ
points to an exclusivism among the philosophers (Col 1:27, 2:2, 3:11). Ethnic
exclusivism was one of the deepest struggles of the NT church. Of Paul's letters,
only the Thessalonian correspondence does not substantially discuss the Jew-
Gentile issue. The philosophers evidently capitalized on this confusion and made
Jewish observances part of their platform.

Another plank in their platform was the offer of wisdom. Thirst for wisdom
pervaded the world of the ancient church (See 1 Cor 1:18-25). Unfortunately,
because this thirst was tainted with depravity, the world judged the revelation of
God in the cross as foolishness. On the other hand, the appearance of wisdom is
apparently what made the philosophers’ regulations attractive (Col 2:23).
Whatever worldview elements the Colossians carried over from their previous
lives in Greco-Roman culture, the philosophers were able to seduce them away
from orthodoxy by aligning their restrictions with human wisdom. So it is no
wonder that Paul reminds the Christians of Colossae to find the fullness of
wisdom in Christ and to look for it nowhere else (Col 2:3).

Compatible with both Judaizing tendencies and the appeal to wisdom, asceticism
was a third facet of the philosophers' error (Col 2:21). That is, they were
“practicing strict self-denial as a measure of personal and especially spiritual
discipline” (Merriam-Webster, s.v. “Ascetic”).* The Colossians interpreted
asceticism as wisdom (Col 2:23). And while some of the rules promoted by the
philosophers were founded on OT injunctions, a departure toward human

traditions and human commands is also evident (cf. Col 2:17, 8, 22). An

4"Asceticism" is how ESV renders tamewvo@poouvn in Col 2:18, 23. The same word is rendered “false
humility” in the N1v, but BDAG makes clear that the negative connotation in these translations comes from
the context, not from the word itself (ad loc.). In Col 3:12, the same word is translated simply as
"humility” in a list of other virtues. My use of the term asceticism does not come from the ESV’s translation
of tamewo@poouvn as such but from the restrictions of Col 2:21.
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undercurrent of “sensual indulgence” came along with the asceticism of the
philosophers (Col 2:23).

Other issues were also involved in the philosopher’s teaching. The worship of
angels fits somewhere into the error (Col 2:18). Paul reserves some of the most
emphatic language in the letter asserting Christ’s preeminence over all things
spiritual (Col 1:16-17). Christ’s victory in the cross is described in terms that
seem most appropriately applied to the spiritual realm, where he “having
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross” (Col 2:15).> Visions may also have been part
of the philosopher’s spiritual power play (Col 2:18). But Paul does not waste time
refuting these visions individually, so we do not have a clear idea of their content.
The answer to the Colossian threat was recognizing the full deity of Christ and his
sufficiency for them (Col 2:9-10). Part of the sufficiency of Christ that they
needed to recognize was that their “legal indebtedness” was cancelled in Christ
(Col 2:14). From that recognition should proceed thanksgiving, which is another
key facet of the solution to the problem (Col 2:7, cf.,, Col 1:12, 3:15-17, 4:2). If the
Colossians rested in the assurances of the sufficiency of Christ that Paul included
in his letter (e.g., Col 2:9-10), then the seduction of the philosophers would be
unable to take hold.

Outline of Colossians

The following outline represents my own attempt to complete the project
assigned in the previous session.
1. Paul together with Timothy greets the Colossian believers (Col 1:1-2).
2. Paul recounts his constant prayers for the Colossians (Col 1:3-20).
2.1.Paul thanks God for the Colossians (Col 1:3-8).
2.1.1. Paul thanks God for their faith, love, and hope (Col 1:3-5).

5Some interpreters have also understood “elemental spiritual forces” (Col 2:8) to be related to this angelic

facet of the philosophers’ teaching, and this is one possible understanding. However, the phrase could

also refer to “elementary principles,” such as the ascetic prohibitions of Col 2:21.
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2.1.2. Paul considers the worldwide spread of the gospel (Col 1:6-8).
2.2.Paul reports his prayer for the Colossians (Col 1:9-23).
2.2.1. Paul prays that they would have growing insight and grateful
endurance (Col 1:9-14).
2.2.2. Paul concludes with Christ-centered thanks (Col 1:15-23).
2.2.2.1. Christis preeminent over the universe (Col 1:15-18).
2.2.2.2. Christ reconciles the universe (Col 1:19-20).
3. Paul exhorts the Colossians not to shift away from the gospel (Col 1:21-2:23).
3.1.Paul introduces the warning: You have been reconciled, if you remain
steadfast in the gospel (Col 1:21-23).
3.2.Paul explains his gospel ministry (Col 1:24-2:5).
3.2.1. Paul explains his ministry in general (Col 1:24-1:29).
3.2.2. Paul explains the ministry of this letter (Col 2:1-5).
3.3.Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel (Col 2:6-23).
3.3.1. Live in him (Col 2:6-7)!
3.3.2. Do not be taken captive (Col 2:8-15).
3.3.3. Do notlet anyone judge or disqualify you (Col 2:16-19).
3.3.4. Do not submit to regulations (Col 2:20-23).
4. Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).
4.1.Seek what is above (Col 3:1-4).
4.2.Put to death what is earthly (Col 3:5-11).
4.3.Don love (Col 3:12-16).
4.4.Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus (Col 3:17-4:1).
4.5.Speak steadfastly to God and wisely to outsiders (Col 4:2-6).
5. Paul passes greetings to the Colossians (Col 4:7-18).
5.1. Tychicus and Onesimus have come with details about Paul’s affairs (Col
4:7-9).
5.2.Men of the circumcision greet the Colossians as Paul’s fellow workers (Col
4:10-11).
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5.3.Epaphras has worked hard and continues to do so in prayer (Col 4:12-
13).

5.4.Luke and Demas send greetings (Col 4:14).

5.5.Paul greets those in the Colossian network (Col 4:15-17).

5.6.Paul signs the letter (Col 4:18).

1. Paul Greets the Colossians

Paul’s greeting matches traditional Roman form which would announce the

author first, then the recipients.

Text
[TadAog dmootoAog Xplotol Incod S BeAnpatog Beod kal Tipuo0eog 6 AdeApog
to1g €v KoAoooalg ayiolg kal Ttotolg aded@ois év Xplotd, X&pLg LUV Kal elpnvn

Ao 00D TATPOG NUGDV.6

Translation
Paul an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God and Timothy our brother
[writes] to those in Colossae who are holy and faithful brothers in Christ: Grace

and peace to you from God our Father.

6] have used the NA28 text throughout. The Robinson-Pierpont Byzantine text (RP) preserves several
differences, all of them dubious and minor: (1) In verse 1, Xpiotos 'Incod is transposed to Incod Xpiotod.
(2) KoAoooais is modified to KoAaooals. (3) kai kupiov Incot Xpiotod is added to the end of the verse 2
to match Pauline custom. A fourth variant present in several manuscripts adds Inoo® to the end phrase
adedpois év Xplot®. but the manuscript evidence favors the shorter reading. See the NA28 apparatus,
Metzger, and the SBL-GNT Apparatus.
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Diagram

aylowg
holy ones
MabAoc |= |andotolog To1g é€v|Kohoaoaaic Kol
Paul an apostle [writes] |to those [in |Colossae and <
Xplotod |= [Incod adehdoic
of Christ| |Jesus brothers
S BeAfartoc TUOTOTG
Kol through |the will faithful
and Beod EV|XplLoth,
of God in [Christ
Twobeoc |= |6 adeAdOC
Timothy our |brother
Xapig
Grace
:>Kai IVY
and to you
elprivn
peace
ano |0gob |= [matpog
from |God father

NUov.
our

Comment
While Paul’s greeting follows the standard for Roman letters, he does not adopt

the form mindlessly, so a few of his phrases merit comment.

Apostle of Christ Jesus

Paul begins the letter with his title of apostle of Christ. Because Paul varies his
title from letter to letter, we can infer that Paul believed the title, “apostle”
(dmdéoTtoAog), to be fitting for this circumstance (cf., Rom 1:1, Phil 1:1—"slave”;
Phlm 1:1—"“prisoner”). If we look at the rest of the letter, we can understand why
Paul would want to make his calling as an apostle clear. If he were merely
another teacher among many, then his arguments could be weighed equally with
the arguments of his opponents. Given that the Colossian believers were already

being wooed away from Christ because of claims to superior wisdom, there is
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little doubt how that evaluation would go. So Paul establishes the fact that he is a
direct representative of Christ (the ruler of the universe, Col 1:15). The
Colossians were not at liberty to assume the role of judge between Paul and his
opponents. Loyalty to Paul’s teaching was loyalty to Christ; straying from Paul’s

teaching was straying from Christ.

Through the Will of God

Similar comments can be made regarding the phrase “through the will of God.”
Paul’s appointment to the office of apostle did not come through any human
agency. While the other apostles recognized Paul’s calling, they did not originate
Paul’s calling. The implied question that Paul is answering is, “Paul, why should
we listen to you?” The answer is that he is a representative of Christ and that he

holds that office by divine intent.

Timothy our Brother

After chapter 1, Paul speaks entirely in the first person singular. That is to say, he
drops the “we” and speaks of himself as “I.” Therefore, we can confidently award
primary authorship to Paul.

So would Paul include Timothy in the initial greeting? Given that Paul was
training Timothy and that he expected to pass some facets of his ministry on to
Timothy, it is not surprising that Paul would want to include his close teammate
in the heading of this letter. By endorsing this next-generation leader in this way,

Paul was looking ahead to a time when he would no longer be on the scene.

Holy and Faithful Brothers

Glancing back through the outline of the book, we observe that holiness and
faithfulness form primary concerns to Paul. Faithfulness to the gospel message is
the primary call of Col 1:20-2:23. Holiness is the primary concern of Col 3:1-4:6.
Paul recognizes up front that the Colossian church has already made progress in

this area. He will continue to praise the Lord for that progress in the next section.
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However, that is not to say that everything is perfect and that there is no room
for more progress.

[ have rendered as an adjective “holy” («yloig) what is often rendered with the
noun saints to show that two groups, “the saints” and “the faithful brothers,” are
not in view (See NIV84). Paul is not supporting the idea that saints are a class of
Christians separate from others. While that view of the saints as an elite group
would grow in the centuries after Paul’s death, Paul’s view was that every
Christian, having taken up his cross to follow Christ, was a saint, holy, separated
from the dominion of sin and consecrated for God’s purposes (Rom 6:1-7, 14,
18).7

The word here translated “faithful” (miotolg) is ambiguous. It could go one of two
directions: trustworthy or trusting. The consensus of translations favors the
former while the standard Greek dictionary suggests the latter. According to
Paul, the Colossian believers are both trustworthy and trusting (Col 2:5). Perhaps
if we allow context to guide us, we would lean toward understanding Paul to be
encouraging them to remain faithful to Christ by reminding them of their good
track record to this point. So while the idea of trusting is not excluded, the idea of

trustworthy seems to be in focus.

Grace and Peace to You

The traditional Roman letter would have used the word “Greetings” (xaipetv; see
James 1:1, Acts 15:23), but Paul modified the tradition slightly to make a
theological point. Instead of “Greetings” (xaipewv), Paul said “Grace” (xapig).
Grace is the mode of our restoration to God. It is God’s favor, in our case, set upon
those who do not deserve it. It is connected both to forgiveness and to
transformation (Titus 2:11, 3:7). There can be no greater treasure than the smile
of God on us. It was Paul’s wish for the Colossians to experience more and more
of this divine favor. To this he added the traditional Jewish greeting, “peace.” The

word translated “peace” is the same word that the Greek translation of the OT

’See John Murray, Redemption: Accomplished and Applied, KL 1645-47.
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uses to translate the familiar “shalom” (2%w). The idea is tied to Messianic
salvation and the coming age (Isa 52:7, BDAG). Paul’s wish is that the wholeness
of relationship between God and individuals and among the believing community

would progressively heal the brokenness caused by sin.

Principles
Here is my understanding of the big idea of this passage:
Paul, writing with apostolic authority, wishes the transformed Colossians

blessing from God.

Here are some principles for application:
Paul’s writings are authoritative.
Being a Christian entails holiness and faithfulness.

Christians are utterly dependent on God for grace and peace.

Application

How can we concretely apply the principle of Paul’s authority this week?

What would be the consequences of failing to heed Paul’s authority?

What can your church do this year to show itself faithful?

What can you do this week to show our need for grace and peace from God?
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2.1 Paul Thanks God for the Colossians (1:3-8).

Position in the Letter
1. Paul together with Timothy greets the Colossian believers (Col 1:1-2).
2. Paul recounts his constant prayers for the Colossians (Col 1:3-20).
2.1.Paul thanks God for the Colossians (Col 1:3-8).
2.1.1. Paul thanks God for their faith, love, and hope (Col 1:3-5).
2.1.2. Paul exults in the worldwide spread of the gospel (Col 1:6-8).
2.2.Paul reports his prayer for the Colossians (Col 1:9-23).

Text

EVxaplotobpev ¢ 0e® matpl tob kupiov udv Incod Xplotod mdvrtote epl
VU@V TTIPOCEVYXOEVOL, AKOVOAVTEG TNV THOTLV VPV £V XploTt® 'Incod kat tnv
ayamnyv v €xete €i¢ TAvVTAg TOLS Ayloug SLA TNV EATIS o TNV ATOKEUEVV VYTV €V
TOTG 0VPAVOTG, TV TPONKOVOATE £V TQ A0Y® ThG aAnBeiag ToD evayyediov ToD
TaPOVTOG 1§ VUAG, KaBwG Kal £V TTAVTL TG KOOU® £0TIV KAPTIOQOPOVIEVOV Kal
avEavopevoy Kabmg kal év VT, &g’ 11§ THépag kovoate kal ¢méyvwTe TV XapLv
ol Be0D €v dAnBela - kabwg pdbete anod Ema@pd tod dyanntod cuvéovAov
UGV, 0G EGTLV TILOTOG VTIEP VUV Stdkovog ToD Xplotod, 0 kal SnAwoog UiV v

VUGV AyamnVv €V TveLuaTL8

Translation
We always thank God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ concerning you when
we pray because we have heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the love you

have for all the saints on account of the hope reserved as a reward for you in

8Six minor variants listed in the apparatuses make little difference in meaning: (1) In v. 3, Tregelles and
RP have 0e@® kat matpl. The text is decided on internal grounds. (2) Vaticanus and the Vulgate omit
Xplotod after Incod, but it is well-attested otherwise. (3) Tregelles printed Umép Oudv instead of wepi
vp®v. As with (1), the external evidence is not poor, but the more difficult text is more likely. (4) The MT
of v. 4 alone replaces ijv éxete with v, adds kai after kOopw in v. 6, and again (6) adds kat after kaB®g in
v. 7. One variant in v. 7 can be seen in translation: The question is Epaphras “a faithful minister of Christ
on our behalf” (niv, net) or “on your behalf” (hcsb, esv, nlt)? UBS* gives Uu@®v a B rating over jué&v. Based
on the Fathers and the ancient versions, Metzger concludes, “Copyists introduced the first person
pronoun under the influence of the preceding fju&v and the following fuiv.”
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heaven. You heard about this hope beforehand in the true message of the gospel.
The gospel came to you just as it bears fruit in all the world, abounding just as it
has among you from the day you heard about it and truly recognized the grace of
God, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved co-slave, who is a faithful

minister of Christ on your behalf, and who has made clear to us your love in the

Spirit.
Diagram
EOyaplotobpev |t Be® |= |matpl
We thank God the Father
TLAVTOTE Tto0 Kuplou |= |Incob |= |Xplotol
always of Lord Jesus Messiah
nepl OUQV NUGV
about |you our
TIPOCEUYOUEVOL,
while praying
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v nloTwy

Ebxaplotoluev  ith Bed faith
We thank God Op@v
your
gv|Xplot® |[= [Incob
in [Christ Jesus
AKOVCOVTESG Kal S v éAnida
because we have heard and on account of | the hope
TV ATIOKELEVNY
v ydnny stored up
the love Oplv
Av EXETE for you
which |you have gv|tolg oUpavolc,
el¢  [tol¢ ayioug in |heaven
for |God's holy people
TAVTOG
all of
I
Av TIPONKOVGCATE
which |you heard about beforehand
gv|td Aoyw
in [the word
¢ aAnBelac
true
ol ebayyehiov
of the gospel
o0 napdvtog
which came
elg  [Opdg,
to |you
KaBwg Kol
just as [it] also
__|éotiv[kapnodopoipevov
is bearing fruit
ev|td kdopw
in |[the world
navty
all of
Kol
and
ab&avouevoy
increasing
KaBwg Kol |
so [isit] also
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aL&avopsvov

i increasing
KaBwe kal
so [is] it also
£V Ouly,
among |you
ad’ [Auepag
from [the day
AKovoaTE
| you heard |
nc Kal TV Xapw
which and the grace
o0 B0
EMEYWWTE of God
recognized
£v dAnBela
truly
KaBwe
As
EUdGBETE
you learned
ano |Enadpd = |tol cuvdolAou
from |Epaphras coslave
ayanntol
beloved
ARGV,
our
Slakovog
a minister
TUOTOC
faithful
UTEP OpQV
on the behalf |of us
o0 Xplotol,
of Christ
6¢ |éotw Kol
who |is and
o dnAwoac ™V aydmnnv
the one who reported |[the love
Y, OV
to us your
£V TIVEUPLATL.
in the Spirit
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Comment

As is typical for Paul, he begins his letter with a report on his prayers for his
audience, starting with thanking the Lord for the way that he has transformed
them through the gospel. We can divide this thanksgiving into two portions. First,
Paul takes note of the faith, love, and hope that presently characterizes the
Colossian church. Second, he traces these virtues back to the arrival of the gospel
in Colosse, and back further to the faithful ministry of Epaphras, who brought the

gospel to this minor city.

We Always Thank..When We Pray for You

Paul begins by assuring the Colossians that he thanks God for them always
(mtavtote). We should not understand this adverb to function in an absolute
sense as though Paul's concentration is never on anything other than thanking
God for the Colossians. The frequency of the thanksgiving is qualified by the
adverbial participle “whenever we pray” (mpoceuyduevol). Of course, Paul
assures them that he “has not stopped praying” for them in the following verses,
so we should imagine a relative frequency of thanksgiving.

Although Paul usually opens his letters with thanksgiving, one does well to note
how often the idea of thanksgiving itself appears within the letter. This is only the
first of six strategically placed occurences of this stem (e0xaplot*) in this short

letter.

God the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ

While the absence of a joining kat was troublesome to some copyists, the
established construction is intelligible. Jesus addressed God as father several
times in the Gospel record (Matt 11, John 17), and taught his followers to do so as
well (Matt 6). Paul's Christianity entailed the belief that the one that Jesus
addressed as Father is the God of the universe, the God of the Jewish Bible. In this
simple phrase is both the new claim of Christianity, i.e., that Jesus of Nazareth is

the rightful emperor over all creation, and the radical continuity with Judaism,
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i.e., that Jesus exercises this authority with the full endorsement of the God of the
Hebrew Bible. While the words Paul is using here are common in his writings, his
high Christology will be a load-bearing argument in his plea for the Colossians to

persevere in him.

Because We Have Heard About Your Faith in Christ Jesus

The adverbial participle, "having heard" (dxovoavteg), introduces the reason
that Paul is thankful to God. Note that Paul is not thanking God for the delivery of
news via Epaphras (v. 8). He is thanking God because of the content of the news,
namely, the faith and love of the Colossians.

The theological implication, while perhaps controversial, is nevertheless clear.
God gets the credit when someone believes in Jesus. Paul could not thank God for
the Colossians faith if faith were not a gift from God. How does the impartation of
faith work? No little debate has been waged on the issue since at least the fourth
century, so it is doubtful we will be able to settle it here. However, a survey of a
few of the possible answers is in order.

(1) There are those who would say that God gets the credit because God created
human beings to be capable of belief in him. While it is true that God deserves
praise for his creation of humankind (Ps 139), one wonders if this gives God the
credit that is his due. Paul is undeniably clear that humankind "suppresses the
truth in unrighteousness" (Rom 1) and thus "no one seeks after God" (Rom 3).
Instead we are God's enemies (Rom 8). Since Adam plunged us into
condemnation, we have been under sin's dominion (Rom 5-6). The choice to
believe itself is a gift from God not merely because God created human kind, but
because he is redeeming certain humans for their sin.

(2) Another option acknowledges that humankind is under sin's dominion, but
they posit that God has granted everyone the ability to choose against their
nature and believe Christ. Those who resist are condemned, but those who allow
God's grace to carry them along to faith are saved. While this view specifies what

God can be thanked for in regard to our faith (i.e., the grace to be able to choose
3 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living

Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
0 Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




to believe), and it does allow for the Colossians responsibility in believing, it is
not without its problems. (A) While acknowledging universal depravity, this
position attempts to mitigate depravity at precisely the point where the
Scriptures seek to make its influence strongest, namely, where it concerns
conversion. (See especially the OT Latter Prophets and Romans 9.) Ultimately,
the claim that humankind is universally depraved--except when it comes to the
ability to seek after God--is a case of special pleading. (B) Nowhere is the idea
that God grants everyone the grace necessary to believe explicitly taught in the
Scriptures. It is a logical construct inferred from the command to believe.
Furthermore, the decisive element in faith remains in human hands, so the force
of Paul's gratitude in this text is enervated.

(3) A third option swings in the opposite direction. Advocates of this idea hold
that the Spirit of God trusts/exercises faith through the believer. This position
obviously takes the thanksgiving of this text seriously. However, to say that faith
is a gift from God does not mean that God himself is doing the believing. The
simplicity of the text belies one of the greatest mysteries in Christian worship: it
is the Colossians' faith in Christ Jesus for which Paul praises God.

(4) So finally, we are left simply to affirm what the text says: the Colossians
believed in Christ Jesus, and this fact is fundamentally and decisively due to God.
God created us upright, but we all went after our own schemes (Eccl 7:29, Isa
53:6). In the face of truth-suppressing slavery to sin, God shined the light in our
dark hearts to grant us faith (Rom 1, Rom 6, 2 Cor 4). And so all the praise

belongs to him.

And About the Love that You Have for All the God's Holy People

Just as Paul thanked God for the Christ-centered faith of the Colossian church, so
he also thanks God for producing within them an indiscriminate and expansive
love for his people. Having committed myself to a certain way of understanding
the thanksgiving when we looked at faith, we now must follow through to see if

that understanding makes sense when we look at love. Paul makes clear in this
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letter that the Colossian believers' old way of life was nothing like the way of love
taught in Christ (Col 3). When they were converted, they received a new identity
in Christ which would continue to be renewed in the image of its Creator (Col 3).
Paul will come back to this point in Col 1:8 when he says that their love was "in
the Spirit." The beginning point was one of hopeless slavery to sin, not just in the
suppression of truth, but also in the oppression of others. God granted a new life
that both believes and loves. This parallelism finds a similar presentation in
John's first epistle. There the apostle tells us that both believing in the Son and
loving the children of God are the fruit of the seed of regeneration (1 John 3-4).
Paul takes particular note that the Colossians' love is an indiscriminate sort of
love. Later in the letter, Paul would affirm this mindset when he says, "Here there
is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or
free, but Christ is all [that matters], and is in all [of us]" (Col 3:11). As we noted
before, the philosophers were pushing an exclusivistic agenda, so as Paul affirms
their indiscriminate love for those in Christ, he is implicitly undermining his
opponents’ desire to erect walls between believers on the basis of external
observances of diet and calendar.

We must be careful not to divide between the abstract and concrete here. Just as
the exclusivism of the philosophers was occuring at the local level, so also
indiscriminate love must also occur at the local level if it is to be remarkable. Paul
is not commending them for loving the church universal to the exclusion of the
real people in their context. Paul is not confused about the difference between
generic idealistic affection and personal, God-wrought, real-world commitment.
This love would have been demonstrated in their community life as well as in

their network of churches and beyond.

On Account of the Hope Reserved as a Reward for You in Heaven
Paul is famous for the triad of faith, hope, and love. Paul uses this term hope in
two different ways. Sometimes he uses the term along with faith and love as a

virtue. That is to say, the believer hopes in God, and this confidence about what
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God has promised to do in the future on his behalf transforms his attitude about
the past, his attitude about the present, and his decisions in the present (See, e.g.,
Rom 5:9-11). On the other hand, Paul also uses hope to refer not to the
subjective virtue of personal confidence but to the object for which one hopes.
That is clearly the meaning in this context. Paul is not discussing the sense of
confidence we gain when our godly character has been demonstrated in the
midst of difficulties. Paul is discussing the content of that confidence, that is, “the
reward” reserved for us in heaven, the “inheritance of his holy people” (Col 1:12).
Because the ideas of faith, hope, and love are usually parallel to one another (cf,,
1 Thess 1:3 and 1 Cor 13), some commentors understand them to be parallel
here (ExBC). The idea would be "We thank God because of your faith, your love,
[and] on account of your hope." However, in light of the fact that there is no
conjunction, the preponderance of modern English translations are probably
correct in understanding hope to be the reason or basis of both hope and love
(See N1V, HCSB, NET, NLT). As the diagram indicates, both faith and love are rooted
in the hope promised.

How does this work? How does the promised inheritance produce or cultivate
faith and love? Perhaps the relationship between faith and hope is easier to
understand than that between love and hope, so we will start there.

According the following verses, the announcement of the believer’s future
inheritance was made as part of the broader gospel announcement. We do not
have a record of Epaphras’ preaching, but Paul does tell us elsewhere that it was
his own policy to include some information about the Christian’s hope in his
preaching to Gentiles (Acts 20:25, 32; 1 Thess 1:9-10, 5:1-11). Evidently,
Epaphras adopted this policy as well. When he announced this hope in Colosse, it
motivated them (by God’s grace) to enter into the life of faith in Christ Jesus. The
riches of the inheritance of God’s holy people prompted them to see with the eyes
of hope what Jesus himself said, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36). Paul describes what happened to the

Colossians next, “You have taken off your old self with its practices and have put
3 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living

Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
3 Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator”
(Col 3:9-10). Their newfound faith arose “on account of the hope reserved” for
them.

The relationship between love and hope is not quite as apparent, but three points
may help us grasp how hope could be the root of love. (1) If we understand that
our commitment to the eternal good of another will only enhance our own
inheritance in glory, then our hope of glory motivates our love for others. This
appears to be precisely how Paul’s affection for the Thessalonian believers is
motivated: “For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and
again—but Satan blocked our way. For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in
which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not
you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy” (1 Thess 2:17). (2) When we realize that
every believer is headed for the same glorious future because of Christ, a natural
camaraderie develops as we celebrate our rescue together. Compare Revelation 5
with celebrations on the original Victory in Europe Day. (3) If a believer’s
confidence is in the promise of God that he will receive a saint’s inheritance, then
all the hardships that come along with loving sinful people in a fallen world
become more tolerable. This plays out in Paul’s correspondence with the
Corinthian believers. In 2 Cor 4:8-12, he enumerates the difficulties he
encounters as a minister of the gospel. “All this,” he explains, “is for your benefit”
(2 Cor 4:15). How is it that Paul is able to endure being “hard pressed on every
side...perplexed...persecuted...struck down”? He is “being renewed day by day”
with this hope in mind, “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2 Cor 4:17). So Paul stays
committed to working for the eternal benefit of the Corinthians because he
himself is confident that “it will be worth it all when we see Christ.”

Persevering faith and love are a result, then, of the promised hope, the
inheritance of God'’s holy people in the kingdom of his Son. The relevance of this

relationship will become even more apparent as we look at Col 1:12 below.
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Bearing Fruit and Growing Throughout the Whole World

A final question in this section is what Paul means when he says “throughout the
whole world” with respect to the spreading fruitfulness of the gospel. Paul
returns to this phraseology in Col 1:23, “This is the gospel that you heard and
that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.” Without introducing
any ideas from historical sources outside the Bible, we can be certain that these
words cannot be understood in their fullest possible sense. Paul writes this letter
to the Colossians while in Roman imprisonment. Before he was incarcerated,
Paul wrote to the church at Rome, mentioning his desire to work in Spain
because his work in Greece and Asia Minor was complete (Rom 15:19, 23-24).
He explains his work as a foundation-laying ministry that properly functions in
contexts where Christ is not named (Rom 15:20-21). So, unless someone
completed Paul’s mission to Spain while he was stuck in prison, Paul was quite
aware that there were places where Christ was not named, where the gospel was
not bearing fruit, and where there were creatures to whom the gospel had not
been proclaimed. So how should we understand Paul’s universal language? The
simple answer is that this is a case of hyperbole.? While it is true that “gospel
centers” were being set up throughout the Roman empire on the Pauline model,10
this fact does not mean that the gospel had in fact been proclaimed to every
creature or even in all of creation, so some form of hyperbole is still necessary.
What is the point of the hyperbole? Paul is making the point that the gospel that
he preaches is the one singular gospel for the whole world. The deceptive
philosophy eroding the Colossians’ confidence had no right to such a claim. In
fact, its exclusivism made it inherently parochial. The point of Paul’s hyperbole is
to affirm the catholic orthodoxy of his gospel and by implication to show the

inferiority of his opponents’ teaching.11

9ExBC, PNTC
10WBC

11Similarly PNTC, TNTC.
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Principles
Big Idea: Paul gives God the credit for hope-driven faith and love for his people.

Principles:

Application
What's the best way you can give God credit for your conversion before the day is

done?

What are some plans you can make for helping the people you serve anchor their

faith in the hope of the gospel?

In what ways can you foster indiscriminate love in your community,

remembering that hope energizes love?

2.2. Paul reports his prayer for the Colossians (Col
1:9-20).

Position in the Letter
2.2.Paul reports his prayer for the Colossians (Col 1:9-23).
2.2.1. Paul prays that they would have growing insight and grateful
endurance (Col 1:9-14).
2.2.2. Paul concludes with Christ-centered thanks (Col 1:15-23).
2.2.2.1. Christis preeminent over the universe (Col 1:15-18).
2.2.2.2. Christ reconciles the universe (Col 1:19-20).
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3. Paul exhorts the Colossians not to shift away from the gospel (Col 1:21-2:23).

Text

A ToUto Kol NUETS, G’ 116 NUépag NKOVGAEY, 0V TTAVOHEDa VTIEP DUDY
TpPoceLYOUEVOL Kal aitovpevol, tva TANPwOTiTE TNV EMlyvwaoty ToD BeApatog
avtod €v maon co@ia kal ouvéoel TveLHaTLKT, 12 tepimatijoal d&iwg ToD Kuplov
elg miloav dpeokeiav, £v mavtl €pyw dyadd kapmo@opodvteg kal aEavoevoL Tij
emyvwoel Tol Beob, 13 év tdor Suvapel Suvapovpevol kata TO kp&tog Thg 56&Ng
avToD i¢ mdoov VTTOHOVTV Kal pakpoBupiav.

Meta xapdg evxaplotodvteg TM mATPl TA IKAVWOAVTLVUES £1G TNV pepida ToD
KA1 pov T®V dylwv &v Td @wTil* - 0G Eppuoato NuaS £k TG £§ovolag Tod oKOTOUG
kal petéotnoev eig THv BactAsiav Tod vioD Tfig dydmmng avTod, év @ £xopev TV
ATOAVTPWOLY, TNV APECLY TOV AUXAPTIOVIS -

0G £0TLV elkwV TOD Be0l TOD dopAaTov,

TPWTOTOKOG TTAOTG KTIOEWG,

OTL €V aVT® €kTioON Ta TAVTX

€V TOTG 0VPVOTG Kal €Tl THGS VTG,

\

TA OPATA KAL TO AOpATA,

12NA notes the words kai aitovpevol in v. 9 are missing from Vaticanus and the Vulgate. They may have
been omitted intentionally for stylistic reasons or accidentally through homoeoteleuton with the previous
participle.

13Several relatively recent mss/correctors have vpoag after mepimatijoat in v. 10. AGR may have been
added for clarity. Later in v. 10, Tfj émtyvwoel reads either v ) emyvwoel or €1§ TNy emtyvwoty depending
on the mss. The shorter reading explains the presence of the two longer, more explicit ones.
MEOyaplototvteg in v. 12 has a kat before it, and apa after it in one or two ancient mss/citations, not
enough support to merit inclusion in the text of the critical editions. Several manuscripts add 8sw or Bsw
kat before atpl in v. 12. The mss support is stronger with the shorter reading. Specifying few is a
natural explanation for a scribe to make. Vaticanus reads koAeocavtt kat ikavwoavtt instead of
ikavwoavti only while several other mss and citations read kaAecavtt alone. The relative rarity of
ikavwoavti would explain the rise of kaAeoavtl, which would in turn explain the combined reading. After
ikavwoavty, the mss evidence is again divided between you/us readings. Metzger explains that the
committee believed that “us” makes for smoother reading with v. 13, and therefore is more likely to have
replaced “you” than vice versa.

15]n verse 14, Vaticanus and the Coptic translation support the 2nd aorist form goyopev, not enough
support to merit inclusion in the text of the critical editions. The phrase §iax Tov awpatog avtov is found in
the best manuscripts of Ephesians 1:7, but it is missing here in both RP and the eclectic editions (contra
NKJV). According to Metzger both internal and external evidence is weak.
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elte BpoOVoL €lTE KUPLOTNTES
elte apyal elte €€ovolat -

Ta mavta 8L aTol Kal €l aTOV EKTIOTALLC -

KAl QUTOG £0TLV TTPO TTAVTWV
Kol T TTAVTa €V QU TG CUVEGTNKEY,

KAl QUTOG £0TLV 1) KEQUAT] TOU 0WUATOC TG EKKANolag -
0G £€0TLV ApYY),
TPWTOTOKOG £K TMV VEKPRDV,
o yévnrat év maov avtog Tpwtevwy,1?

OTL €V aVT® €VOOKNOEV AV TO TAPWUA KATOLKT oL
Kal 86U a0ToD ATOKATOUAAGEXL T TTAVTA €IG AVTOV,
elpnvomomoag i Tod alpatog Tod oTavpod avToD,
[6U avToD] elte Ta €Tl TH) G YijG

elte T €V TOTG 0VPAVOTG. 18

Translation

For this reason we have also not stopped praying and making requests for you
since the day we heard about you that you would be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all wisdom and understanding caused by the Spirit so that you would
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, a manner pleasing to him in every respect:

bearing fruit in every good work, increasing in the knowledge of God, being

16The mss tradition preserves both the presence (especially RP) and the absence of the article in two
places (before the prepositions év and émi) in verse 16, but neither external nor internal support is in
their favor. Meaning is not affected either way. A single papyrus supports ott Tavta instead of T mavta
at the end of verse 16. The witness is old, but its reading is not widespread.
17In verse 18, the addition of the feminine demonstrative article, , before &pxn has significant support
from a papyrus and Vaticanus (so WH), but the consensus of critical editions have rejected the reading in
favor of a more difficult but still well-supported one (NA28, SBLGNT, RP). Also a few witnesses support the
omission of ¢k before T@®v vekp®v, but their support is insufficient for adoption in the critical texts (NA28,
SBLGNT, RP).
18Early and widespread support credits the inclusion of 6§ avtod in verse 20b, but Vaticanus and other
significant witnesses omit it. Did these latter witnesses omit it because they had difficulty making sense of
it? Or was it added accidentally perhaps due to the other two occurrences of the phrase in the context?
Metzger’s commentary includes it with a “C” rating, giving it tertiary certainty. NA28 and SBLGNT include
it, and the Reader’s Greek NT (Zondervan) excludes it.
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strengthened with the highest ability according to his glorious might for greatest

endurance and patience, [Continued after Diagram.]

Diagram

A |tolTo
For [this reason

Ko
and T(POCEUYOUEVOL

praying
UTEEP [OPGIV]

NUETg, o0 |mouopeba Kol for |you
we not |[stopped and

ad’  |ApEpag
from |the day ailtoupevol,

Ag RKOUCOUEV, making requests
which |we heard

I
va TAnpwoOiite TV ENlyvwolv
so that |you may be filled |with the knowledge
o0 BeAnparog
will

avtod
his

codla
wisdom
év| |kal ndaon TIVEULOITLK,

in and all caused by the Spirit
OUVEGDEL
understanding

TLEpLLATi oo
to walk
aélwg

in a worthy manner
t00 Kuplou
of the Lord
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TEpUTATHOOL

towalk

aélwg

in a worthy manner

eig
to

apeokeioy,

satisfactoriness

KopnodopolvTe
bearing fruit

Kol
and

év|Epyw
in |work

navtl
every

ayabd
work

abéavopevol
increasing

T €My vwoEL

in the knowledge

to0 Beol,
of God
Suvapoupevol
being enabled
€v|Suvapel
in |ability
: néon
1 all
Ko TO KPATOG
accordingto |the might
i Ijﬁc 8€ng
2 glory
I altod
i his
n
1 UTOpOVAY
i endurance
: I
eig Kol ndoav
for and the greatest
I
pokpoBupiay.
patience
ebxaplotolvteg [td matpl = [td ikavwoovtt  |OpdC
giving thanks to the Father who authorized |us
Meta|yopdg ei¢ |tRv pepida
with [joy for |ashare

Tol kKAfpou
of the inheritance]

TV aylwy

of the holy ones

gV

inthe realm of

™ dwrti
light
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gUxapLoTOlVTEG
giving thanks

™ natpl

W KAVWoovTL
who authorized

opdc
us

to the Father

£ppuoATO
has rescued
€k |tfic €€ovolag
from |the authority
o0 okdTOUg
of darkness
ol Kal UGG
who and us
|_ LETEOTNOEY
transferred
gic [tnv Baorelav
into |the kingdom
00 ulol
of the son
TG dydming
of love
auTol,
his
évlw £xopev |tv anoAltpwow )= [ty &deowv
inlwhom |we have|redemption the forgiveness
TV APAPTLOV
of sins
6¢ |éotw|eikwy = TIPWTOTOKOG
who |is the image firstborn
o0 6500 Ktloswg,
of God of creation
o0 dopdtou, naong
invisible all
{€oTv}
{he is}
OtL  [td mavta  |éktioBn
for |all things |were created
&v|ait®
in [him
£v|tolc oUpavolg
|_ in [heaven
Kol
and
[ [ent [xfic vAic,
on |earth
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OTL ita mavra ;éktioBn
for :allthings iwere created
EviaoT®
in thim
TG OpaTd
I_ visible things
Kol
and
|_ A GoOparTa,
invisible things
elte Bpovol
whether|thrones
elte |kuplotntec
or dominions
elte apyodl
whether|rulers
elte |é€ovoian
or authorities
[t navta [Ektoton
all things |were created
oU auTtol
|_through him
Kol
and
I_ glc  |avtov
for |him
Kol
and
| [a0t6g  |Eorv
he is
npo TIAVTWVY
before |all things
Kol
and
| [tanavta  [ouvéotnkey,
all things |cohere
Ev|aut®
in [him
Kol
and
|_ autoc  |éotwv|n kedahn
is the head

he
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a0Tog  i€otwin KepaAn
he is the head

100 CWHATOC Th¢ EKKAnolag

of the body the Church
6¢ |éotw|dpxh, |= [mpwtdtokog
who |[is ruler firstborn

€K [TQv vekpQv,
from |the dead

va a0tog  |yEvntal npwtebwy,
sothat |he would take |first place
€v|naow
in |everything
KOTOLK oo
to dwell
gv|aot®
in [him
oTL TO TANPWHO  |e08OKNOEY Kol
because [the Fullness |was well-pleased and
ndv |_ GrokatoAAGéal  |Td mavta
all to reconcile all things
toTig altol
through |him
glc  |oOTOV,
to himself
elpnvomolioog
making peace
S 100 alporog
through [the blood
100 otaupol
of cross
avtol,
his
[6U a0tol]
[through |him]

€lte ™ ént [t vig
whether|things |on |earth
€lte |t €v|tolc o0pavolc.
or [things [in[heaven.

giving thanks with joy to the Father who authorized us for a share of the
inheritance with his holy people in the light, who rescued us from the authority
of darkness and transfered us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Who is the image of the invisible God,

Firstborn over all creation,

Because by him all things were created

in heaven and on earth,
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visible and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions,

whether rulers or authorities:

All things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things

And all things cohere in him.

And he is the head of the Church body,

Who is the ruler

The firstborn from the dead,

so that he may have first place in everything,
because in him all the Fullness is pleased to dwell
And by him to reconcile all things to himself,
having made peace through the blood of his cross,
[by him,] whether things on the earth,

or things in heaven.

Comment

As Paul continues to report what he mentions before God regarding these
Colossian believers, he shifts from thanksgiving to petition. In the face of the
seduction of the worldly, philosophizing false teachers, Paul prays that the
Colossians would have a kind of insight that comes from the Spirit, a wisdom that
produces a life that is pleasing to the Lord. Paul then uses four participial phrases
to describe what he means specifically by “walking worthy.” The fourth and final
phrase, “and giving joyful thanks” leads Paul back to a Christ-centered hymn.
Paul is praying that reverent, Christ-centered celebration would crowd out the
solicitations of the false teachers. It is his desire that the Spirit would produce a
wisdom that recognizes the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ which would
produce endurance (especially endurance in sound doctrine), spiritual growth,

and good works: a life well-pleasing to the Lord.
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Filled with the Knowledge of His Will

The frequent use of this phrase to refer to the discovery of the will of God in the
decision-making process of believers warrants some attention. We must be
diligent in following Paul’s flow of thought. It defies both common courtesy and
biblical authority to make these words refer to whatever we wish. What is it
specifically that Paul is praying for the Colossians?

As I was beginning to follow the Lord as a young person, [ understood this to
mean something like, “When a decision comes, I'll just know what to do
automatically. ] won’t say the wrong thing, marry the wrong person, or make the
wrong choice of vocation.” I believe what I had in mind was something like a
radio-controlled toy. I recently purchased one of these toys for one of my sons.
The idea is that you stand in one place and use a controller to broadcast a weak
radio signal. The vehicle remotely receives that signal and, in theory, does what
you direct it to do. So I believed that texts like this referred to the Spirit remotely
controlling individuals, causing them to make wise decisions in which they had
an insignificant role. Spirit-filled Christians would consistently make the right
decision in complex circumstances, not because they had thought carefully about
the issue or because life experience had produced insight, but because the Spirit
gave them the right impulse.

What is clear from this passage is that knowledge of God’s will is indeed
produced by the Spirit. This is the lexical force of the word mvevpatikif) which I
have translated, “caused by the Spirit” above.1? But the Spirit produces that
recognition of God’s will by means of wisdom and understanding—that is to say,
not by means of remotely implanted impulses.

Entire books of Scripture are dedicated to the pursuit of this Spirit-caused
wisdom: Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and, of course, Proverbs, as well as
many Psalms. This is the kind of wisdom that begins with the fear of the Lord
(Prov 1:7), acknowledging the authority of his word (Ps 1:1). It includes taking

19So BDAG.
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heed to the instruction of one’s parents (Prov 23:22-25) and seeking guidance
from “many advisors” (Prov 11:14). Far from automatic and impulsive, it comes
only as we “search for it as for hidden treasure” (Prov 2:4).

Knowledge of God’s will then is not the Spirit’s implanting the impulses to make
correct choices without careful consideration and reverent research. Instead it is
the ability to discern the right path by applying the authority of the Scriptures to
our own lives. The author of Hebrews points to a similar kind of wisdom, when
he calls his audience to maturity: “Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant,
is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from
evil” (Heb 5:14).

This understanding of “the knowledge of God’s will” fits the overall context
where the Colossians needed to exercise discernment regarding the false
doctrine that was being propagated in their midst: “The simple believe anything,
but the prudent give thought to their steps” (Prov 14:15). Paul saw dire danger
ahead for everyone who strayed from the true gospel of Christ, and so he prayed
that they would be wise: “The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple
keep going and pay the penalty” (Prov 22:3)!

Another support for this understanding of the phrase comes from a text in
Ephesians where Paul uses similar terminology (Eph 5:15-20):

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most
of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the
Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God
the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Notice several parallels between these two texts: (1) The believer’s walk is under
discussion. (2) Wisdom is necessary if that walk is going to be what it should be.

(3) The wise walk comes about in connection with grasping the Lord’s will. (4)
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The Spirit is at work to produce this kind of walk. (5) This kind of walk involves
joyful thanksgiving. It stands to reason then when Paul talks about the Lord’s will
in these passages, then he has the same idea in mind. So what does Paul have in
mind in Ephesians 57 In verses 3-13, Paul has been primarily discussing the
futility of their previous way of life. In 5:19-6:9, Paul will discuss how Christians
are to live as a community of believers and as households. Again knowing God’s
will is the ability to discern the right path by applying the authority of the
Scriptures to our own lives.

Now, of course, choosing a spouse and choosing a vocation do involve
discernment, but they also involve several unknowable factors. A godly person
can choose a spouse who in the end becomes unfaithful; just ask Hosea and Job.
So while the kind of knowledge of God’s will discussed in this passage is helpful
in making those life decisions, there are no guarantees, no magic formulas that
will keep us safe and happy in the comforts of this life. Instead, what is offered to
us is the Spirit-wrought ability to recognize that Christ is supreme and
sufficient—even when the best laid plans go down in flames.

Another alternative understanding of wisdom and knowledge would come more
directly from the Colossians’ own context. Paul wants the Colossians to have
wisdom, but it is not the appearance of wisdom offered by the philosophers (Col
2:23). We know from the Corinthian correspondence that Paul’s world was
enamored with wisdom (1 Cor 1-2). We do not know, however, specifically how
the false teachers aligned themselves with the philosophies of the day. Whatever
the philosophical school, it was compatible with Jewish dietary restrictions
(taken out of their redemptive historical context) and incompatible with the
gospel of Christ. The context of the entire letter indicates that the Spirit would be
producing a kind of wisdom found only in Christ “in whom are hidden all the

treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3).
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Walk in a Manner Worthy of the Lord

It is important that we do not read into this phrase a blurring of the
Creator/creature relationship. If we understand the phrase to mean that our lives
could lived in such a way that the exact value or worth of God the Creator is
replicated by the creature then we have vastly misunderstood Paul. Paul echoes
the rest of Scripture in making an absolute divide between the Creator and the
creature (Rom 11:33-36, 1 Cor 8:4-6). It is possible to imagine other, more
orthodox ways of understanding this phrase. Is Paul praying for that perfection
for which we all strive in the present but which we will not have until we see
Christ face to face (1 John 1:8-10, 3:1-3)? Or is he praying for the kind of stable
growth which we can attain as Christians in this world (Heb 5:11-15)? While it is
evident (and glorious) that we will on that Day live more worthily than we do
now, I believe the best way to determine what Paul has in mind is to look at the
explanation he himself gives in this context. The following four participles point
to the steady growth of a mature and well-rooted tree. He is praying that their
lives would do God credit in the public sphere (“bear fruit in every good work” v.
10b) and that they would live out of a joyful consciousness of his worthiness (v.

12-20).

A Manner Pleasing to Him in Every Respect

This phrase is in apposition to the previous phrase, so it states the same idea in
different words. Similarly, we should understand it in the context of the
explanatory participles to follow. An unfortunate ambiguity exists in English
where we can sometimes use the word please as a synonym for satisfy. That is to
say, we may be tempted to understand this phrase to refer to a satisfaction or
appeasement for God’s anger against our sin. But as the context indicates, the
way in which the Colossians would please the Lord was by thanking him for
redemption (v. 14). Our confidence in the sufficiency of Christ’s blood leads to

celebration of a finished work, not a laboring to please an angry God.
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Instead of the idea of appeasement, we should remember that God delights in his
works because, and to the extent that, they reflect his glory. Take care to grasp
the significance of what Paul is doing here: Paul is praying that God work in the
Colossians in such a way that they live a life that is pleasing to God. This is
remarkably close to what Augustine would pray several centuries later: "Give
what you command, and command what you will."20 God produces in us that
which pleases him, and firmly grasping that idea results in prayer. John Piper
explains:

God has great pleasure in obedience. He beams like any father would when his
children are courageous because they know their daddy’s strong arm is behind
them. He takes pleasure in us when our obedience shows that we put our treasure
in him and not the enticements of sin. He delights in the meekness and humility of
our submission that loves to make a name for God and not for man. He rejoices over
the resting of our souls in the sufficiency of his wisdom. And he exults over us with
singing when we enthrone his will as more precious than all the ways of the

world.?1

This kind of obedience builds up to a life over which God will one day say, “Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”

(Matt 25:21).

Bearing Fruit in Every Good Work

The four participles are parallel, each describing what a worthy, God-pleasing life
looks like. It is important to remember that good works are viewed as positive
contributions, not merely negative abstentions. For instance, Paul is praying not
merely that the Colossians would eschew lying (Col 3:9); he is praying that they

would also “teach and admonish one another with all wisdom” (Col 3:16). A God-

20Confessions Book 10, Chapter 29

21The Pleasures of God, KL 4555-4560.
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pleasing life does not merely say, “No,” to what is wrong. It says, “Yes,” to what is

good. It makes a productive addition, a good work. It replaces darkness with light.

Growing in the Knowledge of God

Knowing God is a relationship with God based on revealed truth about God.
Neither side of that definition is negotiable. Claiming a relationship with God
without pursuing truth about God is meaningless. Possessing truth about God
without enjoying a relationship with him is worthless. Part of Paul’s purpose in
this letter is exulting in facts about Christ so that the Colossians would remain

faithful to Christ. Worthwhile theology produces love and loyalty.

Greatest Endurance and Patience, Giving Thanks

The final two participles highlight two desperate needs that the Colossians had in
the face of false teaching. First, they needed to stick with Christ, to continue
walking with him; they needed endurance. In the face of social pressure (Col
2:16), perseverance in the faith requires God-given endurance, and Paul’s
terminology (m&oav UTopovnv, greatest endurance)?? is emphatic and
superlative.

But second, Paul’s desire is not simply that they would stick with Christ by sheer
grit. The solution to resisting the onslaught of the false teachers is, in part, giving
thanks. Worshipful celebration of the doctrine of Christ’s person and work robs
false teaching of its seductive power. So Paul begins an exposition of what God

has done in sending Christ to save them.

Share of the Inheritance...the Kingdom of His Beloved Son

The thanksgiving that Paul recommends is not a simple “count your many
blessings” sort of thanksgiving. While it is absolutely essential and thoroughly
Pauline to be “always giving thanks to God the Father for everything” (Eph 5:30),
Paul’s point here is focused more narrowly on thanking God for the share we will

have “in the realm of light” (¢v t® @wt(). The Father has authorized our entrance

2250 BDAG.
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into the promised glories of his own victory over the powers of darkness. Paul’s
focus is on the future: remember, hope is the root of faith and love.

Our inheritance is certain because we have been authorized for it by God. Thus
we even now may be said to have been transferred into the kingdom of Christ. In
the teaching of Jesus, it is the “people of the kingdom” who enter the kingdom
(Matt 13:36-43). We are already people of the kingdom though we have not yet

entered into our share of the inheritance.

Firstborn Over All Creation

The word translated firsthorn (mpwtdtokog) can have two meanings according to
the standard Greek dictionary. First, the child who was literally born first in the
family (e.g., 1 Sam 8:2, LXX). The other meaning is figurative. Because the literal
firstborn was the one in charge, “the man of the house,” when the father was
absent, the term came to refer to a position of supreme authority. For instance,
God promised that David would be “the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the
earth” (Ps 89:27, Esv=Ps 88:28 LXX). David, of course, was not the literal
firstborn; 1 Sam 17:13 makes that clear enough when it gives Eliab that honor.
However, God was promising to make him firstborn of the kings, the highest
member of that group. The point here is that Jesus was not literally the first
creation; he would enter creation only 2,000 years ago. Nevertheless he is the
king over creation. This is because, according to the text, every created thing of
every sort—heavenly, earthly, visible, invisible—everything is created by him,

through him, and for him.

In Him All the Fullness Is Pleased to Dwell

The subject of the verb “is pleased” is difficult to identify. Grammatically, it
appears to be “all the Fullness” (mév 10 mAnpwpa). Verse 20 makes clear that this
“Fullness” is the One who planned to reconcile all things to himself through the
cross of Christ. Thus God the Father seems to be in view. This suggestion is

confirmed by Col 2:9, which uses similar terminology, but with an important
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addition: “For in Christ all the fullness (mav to mAnpwpa) of the Deity lives in

bodily form” (NIv, emphasis added).

Reconciles All Things to Himself

Origen of the third century AD evidently understood this phrase in an absolute
sense. That is to say, he taught that the entire universe—including demons and
Satan himself—would one day live in a friendly relationship to God. This is an
outright denial of the eternality of conscious suffering for the damned, which
Jesus and the book of Revelation both clearly teach (Mark 9:48, Rev 20:10, 21:8).
Are there any other ways to understand this text?

Another option takes notice of the fact that it is things in heaven and things on
earth that are reconciled. Each of these spheres are understood to be a
metonymy of sorts, representing God in the sphere of heaven and mankind in the
sphere of earth. This would mean that Paul is saying that God (with his attendant
hosts) and mankind (with his cursed dwelling place) are reconciled, made
friends, through the cross. This is certainly a more orthodox option than the
previous version, and it may be the simplest understanding. Yet, while this view
removes the difficulty of seeing Satan as returning to God, one may still wonder
in what sense it is true that all of mankind are reconciled. It is clear from the texts
cited above that some will finally perish in enmity with God and suffer the second
death.

A third option takes note of the same phrase and compares it to a similar text in
Philippians 2. Here in Colossians, Paul is discussing the reconciliation of all
things. In Philippians 2, he speaks of the universal recognition of Christ’s
lordship. At some point, “every knee will bow.” In that context, Paul enumerates
three spheres in which the recognition will take place: “in heaven and on earth
and under the earth” (2:10, NIV). From this point of contrast, the line of reasoning
points out that angels and men who are in rebellion against God will still have to
acknowledge Christ’s lordship, albeit from “under the earth” (i.e., in a place of

punishment). On the other hand, reconciliation to God only occurs in the top two
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spheres, “whether things on the earth, or things in heaven.” This solution solves
both the question of the destiny of unrepentantly rebellious men and angels, but
it raises its own question. The difficulty with this solution is that one wonders if
the same logic can be applied a few verses earlier where Paul says, “all things
were created in heaven and on earth” (1:16). Paul does not mention “under the
earth” there; are we to conclude that all things except the realm under the earth
were created by Christ? We likely would never have come to such an
interpretation if it had not been for the difficulties we had with the later verse.
Another option would be to understand the word “reconcile” in some other way
than coming to live in mutual friendship with God. For instance, when a financier
helps a business set its money manners in order, he is said to have reconciled
their accounts. Several alternative understandings have been suggested: (1)
Everything will be put into its proper place: the saints in glory and the damned in
darkness. (2) Everything is potentially set in a friendly relationship contingent
upon some decision made by the creature. (3) Everything enjoys some sort of
better relationship with God, though not everyone is fully on friendly terms with
him. (That is, everyone receives a measure of common grace.) The difficulty with
these suggestions is that none of them derive their understanding of the infinitive
to reconcile (dmokataAlagat) from the surrounding context. Paul tells us what he
means by giving an explanatory participle, “making peace” (elpnvomoumoag). The
same word is repeated in v. 22 where it is the antonym or solution to the
problem of estrangement and enmity. Verse 23 further makes clear that this
reconciliation has been granted only to believers who show it through
persevering in the faith.

While none of these interpretations are without difficulties, verse 23 leads me to
believe that the second option, the option of metonymy is the most likely. The
Lamb of God came to take away the sin of the world, and indeed the world will
one day be sin free. Heaven and earth will one day be entirely reconciled. Every
human being who held fast to the teaching of the gospel will be one of that

number. And this is not merely due to the sheer decree and immovable plan of
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God, but because God was pleased to reconcile all these things to himself through

the blood of the cross of the Son he loves.

Principles
The big idea of this text is, “Paul prayed for the Colossians that Spirit-produced
wisdom would guide them into God-pleasing and joyful perseverance.”

The enduring principles from this passage are numerous; these are only a few:

Application
What can you do in the next six weeks that will help you incorporate lessons

from this model prayer into your prayer life?

What will you do this year to develop your ability to discern the right path from
the wrong path?

What can you do in the next five years to help those you serve to develop

discernment?

Who is suffering a temptation to stray from the faith among the congregation you
serve? Who needs “the greatest endurance and patience”? Is there any way you

can serve them today? Before the month is out?
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What can you do today to bring theology and celebration together?

3.1 Paul Introduces the Warning

We have come to the beginning of the heart of the letter, the exhortation to stand

firm in the faith, to stay true to the true gospel.

Position in the Letter

3. Paul exhorts the Colossians not to shift away from the gospel (Col 1:21-2:23).
3.1. Paul introduces the warning: You have been reconciled, if you remain
steadfast in the gospel (Col 1:21-23).
3.2. Paul explains his gospel ministry (Col 1:24-2:5).

3.3. Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel (Col 2:6-23).

Text

21Kl Vdg Tote Ovtag amnAAoTpLwpEVOUG Kal £x0povg Tf) Stavola €v Tolg €pyolg
TOTG TTOVNPOTG, 22vuvl 8¢ amokaTAAAEEY £V T® cwNATL THG oapKkog avtod St Tod
Bavatov Tapaotijoal VUAS AyoUg§ Kol AUWUOVES KAl AVEYKAN TOUG KATEVWTILOV
avtod,? 23¢l ye émpevete Tf] mlotel teBepeliwpévol kat e§patot kal un
HETAKWOUHEVOL &TO ThiG éATtiS0g ToT eVayyeAiov ob fjrovoate, Tol knpuyBEVTog

€v dom Ktloel Tf) LTO TOV CVPAVOV, OV Eyevouny £yw [MadAog Stdkovog.24

23A couple of important witnesses, namely Vaticanus and Papyrus 46, support the reading, “you were
reconciled” (amokatnAAaynte, see SBLGNT) in verse 12. With this support and the fact that it is the more
difficult reading syntactically, Metzger goes against the UBS*/ NA28 committee to support this reading in
his commentary. The UBS* and NA28 texts, however, follow the preponderance of mss evidence. Moo
concludes: “This may be one of those occasions when a reading is too difficult to be accepted; the reading
assumed in the English translations should probably be retained” (ad loc.).
Codeces Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus among others preserve atod after 8avatov. However, none of the
critical editions have seen it as worth including in their text. It is longer, smoother, and may be a
duplication of the same pronoun after capkog.
24Papyrus 46 apparently omits the second kai in verse 23, but no other major witness supports this
reading.
The RP preserves the article tfj before kticey, but the older mss evidence does not support it.
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Translation

21You also who were once estranged and enemies in attitude by evil works, 22but
now he has reconciled {you} by his physical body through death to present you
holy, spotless, and blameless in his presence—23if indeed you remain steadfast in
the faith having been set on the foundation and firm, without shifting from the
hope of the gospel which you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation

under heaven,?5 of which I, Paul, have become a minister.

Diagram
21 |Koi
And
annAlotpLwpévout
estranged
__|Opdg [Svrag Kat
you |having been and
note I_ £€x0poulg
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T Slavoiq
in attitude
£v|tolc £pyoLg
in [deeds
Tolg ovn potg,
evil
22 |vuwvi |6&
now [but
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&v[t® owpott
by|body
T ¢ 0OPKOC
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S ol Bavatou
through |death
ayloug
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Kol
and
nopactioal  [Updg | |apwpoug
to present you spotless
Kol
and
|_ aveykArjtoug
blameless
katevwruov  |altod,
in presence  |his

The NAZ28 notes several alternatives for the reading “minister” (6tdxovog), but all of them are longer and

appear to be secondary; none of them are as well-supported in the bulk of mss.

25This phrase was addressed in connection with the parallel in Col 1:6.
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he reconciled
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if Jindeed |you remain steadfast
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all
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under |heaven
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of which|| Paul became a minister

Comment

Paul begins a new sentence applying the universal reconciliation mentioned in
the previous verses specifically to his hearers. As far as syntax is concerned, the
emphasis in this paragraph has clearly shifted from the supremacy of Christ to
the position of the letter’s hearers. Christ is the grammatical subject of the main
verb of this long sentence, but the emphasis of the word order has shifted to the
Paul’s hearers. Christ reconciled them, if they remain steadfast. This shift in

emphasis substantiates my decision to mark off here the beginning of Paul’s main
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exhortation section. After beginning on primarily affirmative footing, he now

transitions to instructing them on how to deal with the false teaching.

He Has Reconciled...If Indeed You Remain Steadfast

The terms of this paragraph are relatively straightforward—except for those
phrases which make the most difference to one’s understanding of the letter as a
whole. This sentence is one of many sections of the NT called “warning passages.”
Several approaches to these warning passages have been followed:

(1)Some interpreters understand warning passages in terms of true
Christians losing their Christianity. A Christian may be genuinely
converted, truly reconciled to God, and then become estranged again to
him. This text however, does not say, “You will be reconciled, if” or “You
will continue to be reconciled, if.” Paul says, “You have been reconciled, if.”
So those who seek support for such a view will have to look elsewhere.

(2) Others take warning passages to refer, not to the loss of salvation, but to
the loss of reward. A Christian who is genuinely converted, truly
reconciled to God, may never become estranged to him again. However, he
may lose significant eternal reward, if he fails to live a life worthy of the
Lord. I do believe that the NT teaches us to seek reward in heaven (See,
e.g., the Sermon on the Mount); therefore, the converse must also be true:
loss of reward should motivate Christians to good works. However,
reconciliation not reward is at stake in this text.

(3)Another group take warning passages as merely hypothetical. A Christian
who is genuinely converted, truly reconciled to God, may never become
estranged to him again. However, if a genuine believer were to
(impossibly) turn from the faith, then he would indeed lose his
reconciliation to God. Sometimes added to this explanation is the idea that
such warnings actually serve as part of the reason that it is impossible for

believers to turn from the faith. In other words, the warnings are a means
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to perseverance. While it is certainly true that the warning passages are a
means to the perseverance of the truly converted, Paul’s logic in this
present passage is not one that warns of loss of reconciliation, hypothetical
or not.

(4)Instead, Paul is warning the church at Colosse the following way: (a) All
and only those who have been reconciled to God through the blood of
Christ have a God-wrought, persevering faith rooted in and springing from
the hope announced in the gospel (cf. Col 1:4-5). (b) Therefore, if you
persevere in the faith, it is because you already have been reconciled to
God. Paul, however, has also left the implication clear that a failure to
persevere in the faith would demonstrate that the individual—perhaps
even a full member of the church of Colosse, hearing Paul’s letter—was
never actually reconciled to God in the first place. Despite all initial
appearances to the contrary, he was estranged from God; he was God'’s
enemy the entire time. As Jesus will say on the last day to many who have
performed miracles in his name but failed to heed his teaching, “I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matt 7:23, NIv, emphasis
added).2¢

Paul has set out the beauty of the work of God in Christ. This is the glorious story
of a rebellious and miserable world finding peace and restoration through the
substitutionary death of an innocent man whose sacrifice was of infinite value
because he was no mere man, he was also the Creator of the universe and the
goal of all creation. However, the Colossians could only see themselves as part of
this restoration if they were persevering in the hope-filled faith announced in the

gospel.

260n my reading, this is also how the logic of the warnings in Hebrews works as well, e.g., “We have come

to share in Christ, if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first” (Heb 3:14, N1v, emphasis

added).
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Principles
Paul’s big idea in this sentence is, “You too have been included in God’s mission of
bringing the earth from enmity to friendship with him by the cross, but this is

only the case if you stay true to Christian orthodoxy.”

Application
Who do you know who will be tempted to follow another gospel this week? Do
they understand the consequences of the decision they are making? How can you

pray for them? How can you help them stay firm?

What means does God give his under-shepherds to keep the flock from straying?

What plans do you have for using those means this year?

3.2 Paul explains his gospel ministry (Col 1:24-2:5).

Paul outlines his special calling to the Gentiles and his particular purpose in
writing this letter. His calling is to present everyone complete in Christ, and his
purpose is to ensure that this happens by warning them not to be deceived by the

false teaching.
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Position in the Letter
3. Paul exhorts the Colossians not to shift away from the gospel (Col 1:21-
2:23).
3.1. Paul introduces the warning: You have been reconciled, if you
remain steadfast in the gospel (Col 1:21-23).
3.2. Paul explains his gospel ministry (Col 1:24-2:5).
3.2.1. Paul explains his ministry in general (Col 1:24-1:29).
3.2.2. Paul explains the ministry of this letter (Col 2:1-5).
3.3. Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel (Col 2:6-23).

Text

24NDV yalpw €v Tolg Tabnuacty DTEP VUDY KAl AVTAVATIANP® TX VOTEPUATA
TV OAlYewv ToD XpLotod v Ti) oapki pov UEP Tod cwpatog avToy, 0 0TIV T
gxrkAnoio,27 251 éyevounyv éym Stdkovog katd TV olkovopiav tod 8god TV
S800€To v pot €ig LUAGS TTIANP&oAL TOV Adyov ToD 00D, 26TO HLCTIPLOV TO
ATIOKEKPUUUEVOV ATIO TV ALOVWV KAL ATIO TGOV YEVEDV — VOV §€ £pavepwn
107G dylotg ahtod, 2701¢ 10€ANcEV O BedG Yvwpioal Ti TO TAoDTOG Tiig §6ENG TOD
HLoTNPLOVL TOVTOVL €V TOIG £BVEDLY, O £0TLV XPLOTOG €V VULV, 1) EATTLG TG 60ENG28 -
280V MUETS KaTayyéAAouev vouBetoDvTteg Tavta avOpwTov Kol SI8AoKOVTES
Tavta AvOpwTov £V Ao co@ly, (o TapaoTOWHEY TTAVTA dvOpwTOV TEAELOV
€v Xplot®2? - 29(g 0 kal KOTIL® AywVILOUEVOG KATX TNV EVEPYELALY AUTOD TNV

EVEPYOULUEVNV €V €Ol €V SUVAEL

27A few mss and a corrector add pov after maBnuacuwv. As a clarification, however, it is unlikely to be
original.
28P46 omits Tfjg §0&NG between 10 mAoUtog and to¥ puotnpiov. The evidence is old, but not widespread,
and thus none of the critical editions adopt it. Tovtov after ToU pvotnpiov is replaced by tov Beov in
several witnesses and by tov alone in Sinaiticus. The phrase tod pvotpiov ToU 80D does occur in
Col 2:2, so it is possible a duplication of that phrase occurred by fault of hearing or memory. Evidence for
06 ¢otv XpLotog instead of 6 ¢otv XpLotdg is not inconsiderable, but the more difficult reading has
evidence at least as good (contra RP).
29Several witnesses omit Tavta &vBpwTov, but the preponderance of mss evidence includes it, probably
meaning that omission is due to the successive repetitions of the same phrase in this short space. The
preponderance of evidence also indicates that the Inoov after téAeiov év Xpiot® in the RP is not original.
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Z1QEAw yap VUAG eldEval NAKoV dydva €xm VTIEP LUDV Kal TV €v Aaodikel kal
000l 0VY £6paKaV TO TTPOCWTOV LoV £V oapKi,30 2lva TapakAnO&daov ai kapdiol
aVvT®V ovuBLBacBevteg ev dydmn kat eig v TAoDTOG TH§ TANpOooplag Tiig
oLVEoEWS, £lg émlyvawoty Tod puotnpiov Tol 80T, XpLotoD,31 3év @ eiov mdvteg
ol Onoavpol THG co@lag Kal yvwoews ATokpu@oL.32 4TobTto Aéyw, va pndeig Ludg
mapadoyi{ntal v mbavoroyia.33 Sel yap kal tfj capkl ATeLUL, GAAX TG TVELUATL
oLV VUV gl xalpwv kal BAETWY VUGV TNV TAELY KAl TO OTEPEWUA TG ELG

XpLoTov ToTEWS LUDV.

Translation

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and I fill up what is lacking of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh on behalf of his body, which is the church. 251 have
become a minister of this church according to my God-given administration to
bring the preaching of the word of God to you to completion,3* 26the mystery
which has been hidden from ages and generations—but has now been revealed
to his holy people, 27to whom God desired to make known among the nations
what are the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ among you, the hope
of glory. 28We ourselves proclaim him admonishing every man and teaching

every man with deepest wisdom so that we may present every man complete in

30RP has &yw mepl bu@v instead of &yw VTEP VPGV, but widespread and older evidence supports NA28. A
few mss, the Vulgate, and one Syriac translation support the addition of kat Twv ev IepamoAel after TV év
Aaobucelq. The NA28 editors tie this to Col 4:13 where Hierapolis is mentioned. The evidence is not strong.
31N A28 records witnesses for several different forms for the participle cupBiBacBévteg, one of which was
adopted by RP. The more widespread and older evidence sides with the NA28 reading. Each of the other
versions match another nearby ending. A few mss omit the kat of év dyamnn kal eig mév mAoUtog, but the
reading is not well-supported enough to find its way into any of the critical editions. Tregelles and RP
represent various readings of the phrase mdv mAodtog. Textual evidence is in favor of the NA28 reading.
The mss traditions preserve a host of readings for the phrase 100 puotnpiov tod 6eod, Xplotol. Metzger’s
explanation is that the NA28 text (supported by Vaticanus and P46 as well as the Vulgate among others)
appeared to copyists to need clarification.

32The RP among other witnesses have an article, g, for yvwoewg, but the more abrupt reading is better
supported among the mss.

33Evidence for a 6¢ after ToOto includes Alexandrinus and Byz, but the evidence against it is stronger still.
RP has un tig instead of unéeig between {va and budg. Widespread and older evidence supports the NA28,
Pronunciation and meaning would have been similar in any case.

3450 BDAG, cf. Rom 15:19.
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Christ. 29To this end, I labor, striving according to all his energy which Christ with
his ability works within me.

Z1For [ want you to know how great an struggle [ have for you and for those in
Laodicea and for whoever has not seen my face in the flesh. 2I strive so that their
hearts having been bound together by love may also be encouraged toward the
great riches of assurance, such as understanding brings, to a knowledge of God’s
mystery, namely Christ, 3in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
hidden. 4This I say so that not one of you will be deceived by fine-sounding but
specious arguments. For if | am also absent in the flesh, [ am with you in Spirit,

rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.
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Comment

After introducing his warning, Paul takes a step back, as it were, and verifies his
credentials as the apostle to the Gentiles. God has entrusted to Paul the
proclamation of the mystery that Christ would dwell among non-Jews as they
came into his body the Church. Paul’s claim here supports at least three
purposes. (1) He has just given the Colossians a warning about their spiritual
status. This section shows that he has authority as the apostle to the Gentiles to
make such claims. (2) He undermines the authority of the philosophers precisely
where their claim was strongest—namely, they claimed to represent the OT
Scriptures.

After outlining his ministry in general, Paul narrows his focus to the matter at
hand. He sees and rejoices in their “good order and firmness of faith,” but he
wants to buttress that confidence by assuring them that the treasures that they

seek are not to be found in the false teaching but in Christ.

I Fill Up What Is Lacking of the Afflictions Of Christ

One of the most perplexing statements in this letter is Paul’s claim that
something is lacking in Christ’s affliction, and further that he fills this lack. A
central thesis for Paul in this letter is that Christ’s death is sufficient to put to rest

the just accusations that were set against our account before God. So it is certain
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that Paul’s point is not that Christ’s death lacked anything necessary for the
reconciliation of everyone who would ever trust in him. Nor can Paul mean that
he is accomplishing reconciliation through his sufferings. What is probably in
view is that God has planned that the people of the Messiah would suffer up to a
certain point and no more (1 Thess 3:3). Paul’s own conversion story reminds us
that Christ counts persecution against his body, the church, as persecution
against himself. Paul is assuming the same here. His sufferings are part of the
sufferings that were allotted to Christ, that is, to Christ’s body through the

centuries since he ascended to the right hand of God.35

Mystery Which Has Been...But Has Now Been Revealed To His Holy People

Two ideas are obvious in this text: (1) progress of revelation through history and
(2) discontinuities or developments in the modes by which God has dealt with
humankind. Both of these ideas are essential to a theological system called
Dispensationalism. Our limited time would prevent us from offering an adequate
defense of the system as a whole, but we should note well that the Scriptures did
not come down from heaven complete, with all 1189 chapters composed in some
heavenly tongue. At one time it was unclear to the Jewish nation (people under
the Mosaic administration, people who had received God’s special revelation)
that the Messiah would bring about a reorganization of God’s treatment of non-
Jews. The idea that everyone who believed would receive the Spirit sent by the
ascended Messiah, that everyone who believed would be united into one body,
whether Jew or Gentile, wise or barbarian—that idea was not understood from
the original Hebrew Bible. Paul, as apostle to the Gentiles, was entrusted with the
responsibility to set out the household structure for this new assembly, the pillar

and ground of gospel truth (Eph 2:18-3:11; 1 Tim 3:16).

35See BDAG, s.v. “avtavaninpéw,” and Lightfoot, ad loc.
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Encouraged Toward the Great Riches of Assurance, Such as Understanding Brings
Paul’s goal in this entire letter is establish and support the faith of the Colossian
believers. As we will see, the philosophers were using both man-made traditions
and OT ceremonies to bludgeon the faith of this young church. With these words
in mind, we should expect Paul to dismantle the claims of his opponents, and to
commend Christ as supreme and sufficient. The letter is intended to battle the

doubt and confusion caused by false teaching.

Your Good Order And The Firmness Of Your Faith In Christ.

In light of the previous discussion of warning passages, the parallel between this
text and certain texts in Hebrews is striking:

In both contexts, the authors take special pains to temper their warnings with
confidence that genuine faith will prevail. Pastoral wisdom is at play here. As
with Jesus it may be said of these authors, “A bruised reed he will not break, and

a smoldering wick he will not snuff out” (Matt 12:20, N1V).

Principles
The big idea of this passage is, “Paul has been commissioned to work, strive, and
even suffer for the sake of Christ’s body so that they would be bound to Christ by

love and assurance.”

Applications
Over the last six months, how has your ministry pointed to the authority of the

apostles over our lives as followers of Christ?

How do you plan to point to that authority over the next six months?

7 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living
Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




What can we do to correct ethnocentric tendencies in our own hearts over the

next three months?

3.3 Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel
(Col 2:6-23).
In this central section, Paul shows the fallacies of the false teaching, pointing to

Christ as the fulfillment and satisfaction of the Law’s demands and victor over

angelic challengers.
Position within the Letter

Text

6'0g 0OV TapeAdBete TOV XpLoTov Incodv TOV KOpLov, v aOTE TEPITATEITE,
7Eppllwpevol Kal ETotkodopovpevol €v aUtd kal fefatovpevol tfj miotel kabwg
E8L8axONTE, IEpLoTEVOVTEG £V VY APLOTIA3® BBAETETE U1) TIG VOGS E0TaL O
oLAQYWY®V 8L TS PLA0co@IAG KAl KEVTIG ATTATNG KATA TNV TTapASocLy TV
AvOpwWTWV, KATA T 0ToLYElN TOD KOGUOU Kol 0V KAt XPLoTOV * 20TL €V AVTH

KO TOLKEL IOV TO AN pw A THG BEGTNTOG CWUATIKDG, 10kal £0TE €V AVTH
memAnpwpévol, 86 £oTLy 1) ke@aAn Tdong dpxfig kai éovaiag. 1Ev ¢ kal
TepLETUN ONTE TTEPLTOUT] dXELpOTTOM|TW €V Tf) ATEKSVOEL TOD CWUATOG THG OaPKOg,
¢v 1] epitopdi Tod Xplotod, 12ouvTagévteg avTd év T® Bamtiond, £v O kal

ouvnyEPONTE SLa Ti¢ TTioTEW  THG Evepyelag ToD Beol ToD £yelpavtog aUTOV €K

36The mss evidence is divided when it comes to including év tfj before miotel. Some, such as Alexandrinus,
have év alone; others, such as Vaticanus, have t{j alone. Sinaiticus and the Byz have both. The longer
reading (év tfj) is generally counted as secondary, and £v alone does not have enough external support.
The consensus of critical editions side against the RP and with Vaticanus. Vaticanus and the Byz (and thus
WH and RP respectively) support the addition of év avij after mepiooevovtes. Hence the translation,
“abounding therein with thanksgiving” (KJv, emphasis added, cf., NASBmg). Other mss support minor
variations of this reading. Metzger notes the parallel in 4:2 and reports that the committee felt (with
secondary certainty, B-rating) that it gave rise to the longer text.
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VEKP®V * B3kl VUAG VEKPOUG OvTag [€v] TOTG TapamtwpaoLy kKat Tf] akpofvotia
TG CapKOG VUMDV, CLVECWOTIOINOEV VUAG CLUV aVUT®, XAPLOAUEVOG LTV TTAVTA T

mapantopato.’’ 4E€adelag T kKad UGV XEpdypawov Tolg Séypacty O v

7

vTevavtiov v, kat avTo Npkev €k ToD HEooV TTIPOoNAWGag aAVTO TG oTAVPG
15¢mekduodpevos Tag apxag kat Tag govoiag ESetypdtioey €v appnolia,

Bplapevoag adToLG £V AVTH.

Translation

6As you have received Christ Jesus as Lord continue to live in him, 7rooted and
built up in him: confirmed in faith as you were taught, overflowing in
thanksgiving. 8See to it that none of you are led astray through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elements of
the world and not according to Christ. ?See to it because in Christ dwells all the
fullness of deity bodily, 1°and you are completed in him who is the head over all
rule and authority. 1In Christ you were also circumcised with a circumcision
without hands in the removal of the body of flesh by the circumcision of Christ,
12having been buried with him by immersion by which also you were raised
through faith in the energy of God who raised him from the dead. 13You being
dead in the trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he made you alive
with him forgiving us all trespasses, 4blotting out the handwriting against us by
decrees which was against us. It removed it from the way having nailed it to the
cross. 1*Disarming the rulers and the authorities, he exposed them with boldness

having triumphed over them by him.

Diagram

37The pronouns of v. 13 are well-preserved until we get to the final two. Here we again have difficulty
with the shade of difference between “you/we” in spelling and pronunciation. The consensus of critical
editions is that Paul shifted to first person after yapioapevog. The well-supported variant
ovvelwomoinoev nuag could have arisen from a desire to make it match with the later pronoun (So
Metzger).
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Comment

No other series of paragraphs in the letter is more important to Paul’s thesis than
the current set of paragraphs reaching all the way through the end of the chapter.
For sake of convenience I have split the section into two subsections of two
paragraphs each. The first paragraph of these two paragraphs in the current
subjection may be the most familiar part of the entire letter. Paul’s point is seen

in the imperative, “See to it that you are not led astray!”
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As You Have Received Christ Jesus as Lord Continue to Live in Him

The comparison that Paul makes between receiving Christ Jesus as Lord and
continuing in him is one of the most familiar texts in the letter and perhaps
among the most familiar words of Paul among some Christian groups. It is still
necessary, however, to examine the context of familiar texts to see if we have
understood them correctly. In the context of the letter, Paul is encouraging them
to persevere in the faith. He is concerned that some of them are "submitting to
rules” when they profess to already have died to such things. Paul's
encouragement must be seen in that light. Indeed, if we are perplexed or doubtful
about Paul's meaning with these famous phrases, we need only look to the next
verse for a restatement in different terms. Paul's desire is that the Colossians be
"established in the faith, just as you were taught." Notice the parallel function
language, "just as," between v. 6 and v.7. As you received Christ Jesus, that is, just
as you were taught the faith, continue in it. The plea here is that the Colossians
would be steadfast and celebratory in their orthodoxy. Paul wants their
commitment to right doctrine to be both determined and delighted, both loyal
and loving toward Christ. They had come to a certain doctrinal commitment;
namely they believed that Jesus of Nazareth, having been endorsed as Messiah by
God by many public means, having been crucified on a Roman cross at the hands
of wicked men, had been exalted as Master of the universe at God the Father's
right hand. Paul is calling them to trusting and grateful faithfulness to those
revealed truths about the identity and accomplishments of Jesus.

Therefore, what Paul is not saying is that the Christian life is lived out precisely
the way the gift of forgiveness of sins is received. He is not saying that way to
success in sanctification and victory over sin is achieved merely by receiving a
gift from God like we received forgiveness of sins. He is not saying that the
Christian life is to be attained by setting aside our own efforts at holiness and
simply letting God do the work. Notice that this interpretation introduces several
ideas that are foreign to the immediate context. The comparison is not between

the way we receive forgiveness and the way we receive sanctification. The
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comparison is between receiving Jesus's Christhood and lordship (i.e., being
taught the faith) and persevering in a commitment to him (i.e., being rooted and
established in the faith).

If the Christian life were to be attained without any striving, then all of Paul's
efforts explained in the previous paragraph (Col 2:1-5) are thoroughly
wrongheaded. One might well say, "Paul, why do you labor and strive? Don't you
know that sanctification comes as a gift of God and is received by faith not by
works? The Colossians don't need your striving; they don't need to strive for
passionate perseverance themselves. They just need to let go and let God."

Evidently, Paul had a different understanding of the path of perseverance.

Through Philosophy...According to the Elements of the World

As we have mentioned, it is difficult to identify the subversive teaching that Paul
is encountering here with any one specific philosophical vantage point available
to us in writings of the time outside the NT. Whatever school of thought is being
discussed, Paul wants his readers to recognize that the teaching is according to
the old way of looking at the world, the way people in their ignorance were
allowed to look at the world before the advent of Christ. This is how [ understand
the force of the term "elements of this world." One of these elementary principles
was the fearful manipulation of spiritual beings, what Paul calls, "the worship of
angels"; so the idea of "elemental spirits" present in some translations is not
foreign to the context. However, I believe that understand this word to refer
more broadly to the primitive principles of life, like "Do not handle; do not taste;

do not touch."

In Christ You Were Also Circumcised...Having Been Buried with Him by Immersion
The close tie between circumcision and baptism in this text has led some
believers within Protestant tradition to use the text to justify infant baptism. The
old covenant provided for the inclusion of infants within the covenant
community through circumcision and thus, so goes the argument, the external

sign of membership in the new covenant community must also be available to
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infants. The grounds for the analogy between these external marks of
membership are patent. However, Paul's explicit point hangs on the supposition
that ritual was not accompanied by conversion was worthless. Therefore, to use
this passage to support a conversion-less baptism would be to push the
comparison precisely where Paul desires to make a contrast; it is to confuse the

grounds for the analogy with the gaps in the analogy.

Position within the Letter
3. Paul exhorts the Colossians not to shift away from the gospel (Col 1:21-
2:23).
3.1. Paul introduces the warning: You have been reconciled, if you
remain steadfast in the gospel (Col 1:21-23).
3.2.  Paul explains his gospel ministry (Col 1:24-2:5).
3.3. Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel (Col 2:6-23).
3.3.1. Live in him (Col 2:6-7)!
3.3.2. Do not be taken captive (Col 2:8-15).
3.3.3. Do not let anyone judge or disqualify you (Col 2:16-19).
3.3.4. Do not submit to regulations (Col 2:20-23).
4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).

Text

16M1) 00V TIG VUAG kpVETw v Bpwaoet kKal év TOoeL fi év uépet £opTiic fj veopnviag
1 caBATwVY « 7 €0TLV OKLX TOV HEAAOVTWYV, TO ¢ o@pa ToD XploTtol. 18undeig
VUAG kaTafBpafevetw BEAWV v Tamelvo@pooLVY Kal Bpnokeia TOV dyyéAwy, &
gopakev Eupatevwy, eiki) @uoloVpeVog LTO ToD VoG TG capkog avToD,38 19kal
0V KPATV TNV KEQAAT]V, €€ 0V TIEV TO OMdHA SL TRV XDV Kol GUVSECUWVY

Emyopnyovpevov kat cupfifalopevov avgel v aténotv tod Beod.

38]n a rare twist, the mss evidence directly contradicts itself. Several witness insert a negative (un in some

and ovk in others) before ¢6paxev: “intruding into those things which he has not seen” (KJv, emphasis

added). External testimony clearly prefers the NA28. The addition may have arisen from a copyist desiring

to further undermine the heresy.
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20E{ dmebdavete oLV Xplot® Ao TV otoxelwv Tod kdopov, Tl wg {DVTEG €V
Koo SoypatiCeoBe ; 2iun aym unde yevon unde Biyng, 22a €otv mavta &ig
@Bopav Ti) ATTOXP1OEL KATA TX EVTAApATA Kal StSaoKkaAiag TV avBpwmwy,
LATIvd 0TV A0YOoV pev £xovta co@lag €v €BedoBpnokia kal Tamewo@poolivy

[kal] d@edia cowpatog, oUK €V T TWL TTPOG TANGHOVTV TT|G 0apKOG.39

Translation

1650 no one should judge you regarding eating or drinking or in regard to feast or
new moon or Sabbath. 17These are a shadow of things that were to come, but the
body {is} of Christ. 18No one should decide against you, taking pleasure in
humility and worship of angels, going into depth concerning what he has seen,
puffed up in his own mind without reason, ?and not holding on to the Head. Out
of the head the whole body supported through ligaments and sinews is held
together and grows with growth from God.

20[f you died with Christ from the elements of the world, why, as though living in
the world, are you submitting to rules? 21“Do not handle; do not taste; do not
touch.” 22These things are all set for destruction through consumption and are
according to commandments and teachings of men. 23Such things are words on
the one hand having (apparent) wisdom in self-imposed religion and humility
[and] severe treatment of the body, but on the other, they are not of value any for

slaking the flesh.

39Several important witnesses, namely Vaticanus and Papyrus 46 among others, omit kai between
tamewo@poovvy and d@eldia. The net takes this alternative reading resulting in the translation, “false
humility achieved by an unsparing treatment of the body” (emphasis added). The decision between the
readings is difficult (C-rating), but the broader mss support belongs to the explanation that the omission
of the xat in some mss was a simple copyist mistake. (See Metzger.)
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Diagram
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Comment

No One Should Judge You

The reason that Paul is striving in Col 2:1-5 is so that they would have grow
again in their confidence and assurance in the gospel. The philosophers were
using socio-religious pressure to erode their confidence and press them into
conformity with their ideals. The third person negative prohibition is difficult to
convey adequately in English, but it carries the strength of a full command. This

sort of manipulation must not be allowed.

These Are a Shadow...the Body {Is} of Christ.

It is common to hear Christians dividing up the Mosaic law into its ceremonial,
moral, and governmental or civil aspects. This can be a helpful way to categorize
what can otherwise be a bewildering maze to a newcomer to the study of the
Hebrew testament. Yet the Bible itself never divides the Law this way. In fact,
Paul evidently sees the entire law as a unity (take it or leave it) when he says that

if someone were to submit to circumcision under the circumstances in Galatia,
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then that person would obligating himself to fulfill the whole law or fall under the
curse of God (Gal 5:2-3). So a passage like which clearly declares Sabbath
observance irrelevant should not surprise us, even when Sabbath observance is
one of the ten commandments. The entire law has been fulfilled in Christ

(Matt 5:17); it has reached its goal in him (Rom 10:4). He is the reality where the

Law is the shadow.

Worship of Angels

Alongside a disregard for the significance of Christ for the history of redemption,
the philosophers have elevated their own visions over the revelation of Christ
and angels over God himself. Hardly ever has there been a more high-handed
example of neglecting the weightier matters of the Law! They are observing
Sabbath days and violating the first commandment! What we have inferred from
Paul's emphasis on the supremacy of Christ has now become explicit. Paul has
celebrated Christ's preeminence over "things in heaven" and "invisible

things" because these "rulers and authorities" have illegitimately attracted the

worship of the false teachers.

Not Holding on to the Head

The NIV translates the participle "not holding on" here as "they have lost
connection." That is, the translators have inferred that the philosophers at one
time belonged to the Christian community and had some spurious connection to
the Head, that is, Christ. This situation would be parallel to Jesus's parable of the
vine in John 15, where those who do not bear fruit show by that fact that they do
not have a vital, . living connection to the Vine. These are eventually cast

away. While is a possibility, it is also possible that those who have never had any
connection to Christ whatsoever also can be said to be "not holding fast" to the

Head. The inference is not a necessary one.
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Why...Are You Submitting to Rules?

Paul's "Why?" question here is the first time he has explicitly accused the
Colossians of straying. While his overall tone of confidence should be
appreciated, we need to give due wait to this question as we seek to understand
what was going on in this church. Such a person living dangerously close to the
line of soul-damning hypocrisy. He says that he has died with Christ, but by
submitting to unbiblical restrictions he is belying that confidence in Christ and
seeking wisdom and physical restraint outside of Christ-centered worship. To my
mind this is one of the clearest texts in favor of what is sometimes called the
regulative principle. That is to say this text teaches that we may require of the
people we serve only what the Scriptures require of them. Adding religious
rituals or restrictions to the simple Christianity revealed by the apostles--even
for ostensibly good purposes such as restraining the flesh--is disallowed by the

apostles themselves.

Having (Apparent) Wisdom...Severe Treatment Of The Body...Not of Value Any for
Slaking the Flesh

We must remember that our human assumptions about the way the world works
(i.e., the "appearance of wisdom") would say that religious asceticism would be at
least one effective means of becoming less driven by sensual desire. Paul
explodes that myth and instead points us to the worship of Christ as the root of
real sanctification. Setting our affections on him, setting our minds on where our
life is hidden with him, these God-ordained means produce a beautiful
community on earth—a place of singing and teaching, of love and respect, of

equity and service.

Principles
As was stated before in this section, Paul’s main point is “See to it that you are not
led astray!”

Several enduring principles come to mind:
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* Wisdom in discerning the right path for life and doctrine is found in a loyal
and loving relationship to Christ.

* Harsh treatment of the body does not help curb our fleshly appetites.

* Christ is the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law, so no one should judge us by it.

* Baptism is the outward display of conversion obligatory for all and only

believers.

Application
How many times over the last five years has someone you know strayed from
true Christianity into some false form of religion, whether a cult or a Christianity

of empty ritual? What can we do to make the next five years better?

To what extent do you judge people by what might be categorized as the
traditions of men or mere shadows? What can you do over the next six weeks to

drop the habit?

Who do you know whom you might encourage to publicly identify with Christ
and God’s holy people through believer’s baptism before the end of this year?
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4.1 Seek what is above.

While the philosophers’ ascetic practices are to no avail when it comes to making
real progress against our sinful inclinations, the true gospel grants progressive

victory through a transformation of our priorities.

Position in the Letter
3.3. Paul exhorts the Colossians to continue in the gospel (Col 2:6-23).
4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).

4.1. Seek whatis above (Col 3:1-4).

4.2. Putto death what is earthly (Col 3:5-11).

Text
1E{ 00V cuvnyépBnte T XploTt®, T dvw MTElTE, 0V O Xplotdg éoTwv v Se&1d Tod
00D KABNUEVOGS * 2TA AVW PPOVEITE, U1 TA ETL THS YTiS. 3ameBdvete yap kal 1 {w)

VU@V KEKPUTITAL GV T® XPLOoT® €V T Oe® - *0Tav 0 XpLoTtog pavepwbi), 1) {wn)

VU®V, TOTE Kal VUETG oUV aUTH QavepwBnoeaBe v §068n).40

Translation

ITherefore if you were raised in Christ seek the things which are above where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Be mindful of the things which are
above, not the things which are upon the earth. 3For you died and your life has
ben hidden with Christ in God. *#When Christ who is your life has appeared, then

also you shall appear with him in glory.

Diagram

(See next page.)

40The repeated difficulty with you/we surfaces again after 1) {wn. The RP has 1} {w) fju®v instead of the

NAZ28s 1} {w1) UU®V. (So the KJv and the margins of ESV, NIV, HCSB, and NET.) The textual support is better for

the vu®v reading though in context a shift in person would be the more difficult and thus the preferred

reading. The UBS committee gave Uu@®v a B-rating.
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Comment

Verses 1-4 expand the concept we introduced in chapter 1. Hope produces love
and persevering faith. Here Paul tells them explicitly to set their hearts and
minds on those new realities that have come about on account of the victory of
God in Christ. We have been raised with Christ. A decisive break with the mastery
sin has been accomplished in the life of everyone who has repented and hung his
hopes on Jesus. Now new life has begun in us. This new life has more in common
with the risen and returning Christ than it does with the things that will soon
pass away under the wrath of God (v. 6). As will become clear, Paul is not asking
us to leave behind our relationships and join a monastery where we can
continually contemplate the joys of heaven to come. This is not at all what Paul
himself did. Instead, within the everyday lives we live, a radical shift of priorities
has occured. Our whole life is bound up in the risen, ascended Messiah, and we
will only be truly whole when we are reunited with him in our own bodies when
he appears. With that radical identify shift in mind, the Global Emperor's mission
must now become my mission; his priorities must become my priorities. We
must stop trying to establish our own little dominion through power plays or
defense mechanisms. We have been freed from such petty lives and been granted

a place in the global mission of Christ.

9 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living
Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




1{o0v
therefore
El louvnyépBnte

if |you were raised

™ Xplot®),
in Christ
{ntette, |ta dvw
seek the things which are [above
oV 0 Xplotog  |éotv |kabripevog
where |Christ is seated
€v|belLi
at|the right hand
tol Beol
of God
2 dpovette, [ta Gvw
be mindful |the things which are |above
HA ™ éni [thic viig.
not the things which are [upon|the earth
3
anebavete
you died
yap Kot
for also
ni{wn [Opdv|kékpumrol
the life |your |has been hidden
ouv |TQ Xplotd
with |Christ
EV[T® Be®
in [God
4 |6tav 0 Xplotog |= [ Twn davepwbi,
when Christ life has appeared
VpGV,
your
tote |Kal |Upelc davepwbroecbe
then |also |you shall appear
ouv |avtd
with |him
£v|86&n.
in |glory
Principles

The big idea here is the counterpart to something Paul said in an earlier section,
“If you have died with Christ, why do you submit to these rules (2:20)?” Here
Paul tells the Colossians that they have new life in Christ, so they should make

Christ’s priorities their own.
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* A Christian’s priorities should be centered on Christ.
* A Christian’s priorities should not reflect the passing interests that

consume this doomed planet.

Application

List out five areas that would fit under “things which are upon the earth” in your
life? List out five areas that you could set your mind on as “things which are
above.” In the coming days, compare your lists to Paul’s (3:5-4:6), re-evaluate,
and plan to make progress in prioritizing “things which are above” over the next

six months.
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4.2 Put to death what is earthly.

Paul sets out specifically what he means to “Be mindful...not of the things which

are upon the earth” (4:2).

Position in the Letter

4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).
4.1. Seek whatis above (Col 3:1-4).
4.2. Putto death what is earthly (Col 3:5-11).
4.3. Donlove (Col 3:12-16).

Text

SNekp®oate o0V Ta PéAN T €Tl THiS Yiig, mopveiav dxabapoiov mdbog émbupiav
KAKNV, Kol TNV TAgovegiav, NTIS €0Tiv eldwAodatpia, 68U a Epxetal ) 6pyn ToD
00T [l Tovg LioVg Tfig dmeBeing].41 7év oig kol VUETS TepleTaTioNTE TIOTE, &TE
€CfjTe €v TOUTOLS - 8LVl 8¢ AO0ecOe KAl VUETS T TTAVTA, OpYNV, BUNOV, Kakiay,
BAao@nuiav, atoxpoAoyiav ¢k ToD 6TOUATOG VUGV - U] PeVdeobe elg AAANA0UG,
ATEKSVOAUEVOL TOV TIAAALOV AVOPWTOV UV TATS TIpdEeaty autod 0kal
€VBUOAUEVOL TOV VEOV TOV AVOKALVOUUEVOV (G ETMlyVwoLy KaT elkOva ToD
kTloavtog a0 Tov, 110mov ovk vt "EAANV kal Tovdaiog, mepitoun) kKal dkpoffuoTia,

BapBapog, ZkvONG, 600A0g, EAeVBepPOG, AAAX [Ta] TavTa Kal €v TaoLv XpLoTog.

Translation

Therefore put to death the members that are upon the earth: sexual
immmorality, uncleanness, illicit passion, bad desire, and greed which is idolatry.
The wrath of God is coming on account of these things [upon the sons of
disobedience]. You also walked in these things once. Then you were living in

these things, but now you should put from your mouth all of these: wrath, rage,

41The phrase [¢ml ToUG vioVUG Tiig dmelBeiag] is in brackets because it is not found in Vaticanus or Papyrus
46 (so Esv, N1v). This would mean that the phrase was added by copyists with the results that it better
matches Eph 5:6. However, the evidence for including it is not poor, and the kai Uueig of the next verse
would seem to presuppose its presence. For these reasons the UBS committee retained it (so NET), albeit
with a C-rating (Metzger).
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malice, slander, obscene and derogatory remarks. Do not lie to one another,
having put off the old man with his practices, and having put on the new which is
being renewed into knowledge according to the image of his creator. Here there
is not one Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,

or freeman. But Christ is all that matters, and he is in all of us.

Diagram

(See next page.)

Comment

Part of the problem with the idea that ascetic practices help us restrain our
desires is that the idea is not nearly radical enough. Inflicting suffering on oneself
is too tame; what is necessary is that we die altogether to the slavery to sin. We

must be changed completely, like removing one set of garments and putting on
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another. And Paul says that this is exactly what happened to us at conversion.
The mastery of sin over us has been broken. That person who was under slavery
to sin has died.

Those who have given their lives and hearts to the sinful affections and activities
listed here are those upon whom the wrath of God is coming. But those for whom
the wrath of God was satisfied in Jesus, they have a new life to live. We must
become a slaughterhouse and a butchery of sin: making mince meat of it

wherever we see it in our lives.
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Principles
The big idea of this passage is expressed pastorally by the Puritan theology, John

Owen, in his Mortification of Sin, “Be killing sin,” he warned, “or it will be killing

»n

you.

* The sin-killing process is not merely a matter of externals.
* The sin-killing process is a matter of exposing idols of the heart.
* Frequently our sin issues are corporate issues. One of the most broken

things about us as fallen humans is how we relate to one another.

Application

Later today, compare your list of “things which are of the earth” to what Paul lists
in this text. What are similarities? What are some differences? Record your
thoughts on the space provided in the previous section.

What specific sins listed here will you be slaughtering?

What is your plan for killing sin this year? Can you partner with a trusted friend
to work on killing sin together through resetting godly affections and rekindling

God-centered hope, through prayer, and through theologically-fueled worship?

4.3 Don Love

The Christian life has never been simply a list of prohibitions. After darkness,
there is light. After death to sin, there is life to God. We do not take a vow of
silence when we put off deceit and slander. We start building one another up
with our words. From this fact, we can see why the rules and rituals of the

philosophers could never have been resulted in “a life worthy of the Lord” (1:10).
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Position in the Letter
4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).
4.2. Putto death what is earthly (Col 3:5-11).
4.3. Donlove (Col 3:12-16).
4.4. Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus (Col 3:17-4:1).

Text

12Ey§0oaoBe oDV, kG ékAektol ToD B0l &ylot kol yammpévol, oAdyxva
OlKTIpHOD XPNOTOTNTA TATIELVOPPOCTUVNV TIpalTNTA pakpoBupiayv, 13avexouevol
AAAMAWV Kl XapL{OEVOL EXVTOTG €AV TIG TIPOG TLVA EXT) LORPTV - KABWG Kal O
KUPLOG Exaploato LUV, OVTWG Kol DUETGH? - 4L oy 8¢ ToVTOLS TNV Ayamn v, 0
€0TLV OUVEEGUOG THG TEAELOTNTOG. 15kal 1) elpnvn ToU XploTtod Bpafevetw v Talg
KapSiog VU@V, €l¢ v Kol EKANONTE €V Vi cwpaATL * Kal eDXApLoToL YiveoBe. 160
AGyog 100 XpLotod €volkeltw v VUV TAOVGIWSG, €V TTdoT co@la S18dokovTeg Kal
vouBetoDvteg EauToVg, PaApols VUvolg mwdalg TVEVHATIKATS €V [Th] xdpLtt

adovteg £v TG KapSiatg LUV TG B -

Translation

12Therefore, put on—as God’s elect, holy and beloved—compassion, mercy,
goodness, humility, gentleness, forbearance, 13putting up with one another and
forgiving one another (if anyone has a cause for complaint against someone), just
as the Lord also forgave you, so you also forgive them. *But above all these, put
on love, which is the tendon binding all of these in perfect unity. 1>The peace of
Christ should be the deciding factor in your hearts—into this peace you were

called in one body. And be thankful. 16The word of Christ should dwell among you

42The best mss evidence supports kUplog over Xplotog. Metzger reports that the committee believed that
Xplotog arouse out of an effort to explain the more ambiguous kvpiog.
43Though there are two early variations on ‘0 Adyog to0 XpiotoD, none have external support to match
NAZ8, and both other readings (O Aoyog Tov Bgov, O Aoyog Tou kuplov) are more common, and therefore
less likely to have been original. The Byz evidences the reading tw kuplw instead of the NA28’s t® Be@® at
the end of verse 16. Thus, “singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord”(NKJv, emphasis added).
Internally, it is more likely that a copyist made the text match Eph 5:19 then that he introduced
something entirely new, so the better external evidence should be followed.
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richly with deepest wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another, singing

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, by grace, with your hearts, to God.

Diagram

(See next page).

Comment

That person who was under slavery to sin has died. The new person, whose life is
hidden with Christ, now is able to make progress, to put off individual sins like
dishonesty and abusive behavior. The new person is being renewed, growing into

the compassionate, kind, humble and forgiving, image of God.

Put On—As God’s Elect, Holy and Beloved—Compassion

Directly at the center of this practical section, between the negative side to which
we must die, and the positive side for which we are being renewed, there is a
reminder that all of this started with God’s grace. Christianity is not about
turning over a new leaf and getting one’s act together. To be a Christian is to be a
member of Christ’s church, his body and his bride. There is a special, exclusive
love that Christ reserves for his bride, that God reserves for his elect.

It is this special underserved love that forms the foundation of all of our Christian

action. Our Christian action does not begin with our doing what we ought to do.
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GSoVTEC
singing
év|talc kapdlalg
in [hearts

VPRV
your

™ Be®
to God

Our Christian action does not begin with us at all. It begins with God’s choice, his
uncompelled selection of us, his “elect” (¢kAektol), not for anything that was
valuable in us (to the contrary see 1 Cor 1), but out of his sheer grace and
kindness.

Having been loved and chosen by God, we were set apart for his good purposes.
At some point in our life, we were converted. He worked by his Spirit to open our
eyes to the filthiness of our sin, the despair of our case before him, and the beauty
of his plan to send his spotless Son to suffer his wrath against sin, which was
justly due to us, and thus to save everyone who would call upon his name.

In this death of the Messiah, we died. We died to the mastery of sin over our lives,
and we were raised to live a new life. God’s selection of us and his love inevitably
pursues not merely our salvation, but our sanctification, or holiness and
Christlikeness.

The grand drama of this little phrase is what makes these put-off and put-on
sections diametrically different to the rules of the philosophers. Their tactic is to
pressure people to conformity to their own set of prohibitions. The philosopher’s
model is to press conformity to human standards addressing external, temporary
realities with the reward of human approval and with the threat of human
disapproval.

The Christian model begins with the Father who qualifies his holy people for a
share in an indescribable inheritance and with a Son who redeems us and grants
forgiveness of sins. We persevere in the faith not because we are working to be
reconciled to him, but because having been reconciled, we have a hope beyond
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anything this world has to offer and the Spirit renewing our minds to help us

know and love the will of God.

Teaching and Admonishing One Another, Singing

The assembly of God’s people is not a spectator sport. Paul as a missionary was
the master of empowering new Christians with the ministry of the churches he
planted. This policy was one of the means that God used to establish churches in
the gospel quickly and allow for the spread of the gospel throughout the Roman
world. He did not expect trained professionals to do the work of teaching and
admonishing, he expected the average church member to take part in this
ministry.

He also expected the average church member to take part in singing. Though they
would not usually had formal training, Paul expected them to be able to take part

in the public musical affirmation of our precious faith.

By Grace, with Your Hearts, to God

The phrase “with your hearts” has sometimes been rendered “in your hearts”
with some confused results. The understanding that often comes to the readers
mind is that this singing is supposed to be silent, i.e., “in your hearts.” Paul’s point

is, rather, that we sing “heartily,” or perhaps, “passionately.”

Principle
The big idea here is that we must continue to be renewed in the image of our
Creator through the Word of Christ understood in the context of a believing

community, so that like our Creator we may love one another.

Application

Working hard to understand the word of Christ is not always a popular Sunday
morning activity. Over the next five years, what can you do to cultivate a love for
reading, studying, meditating on, and applying the Word in your family and/or

church context?
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In this age of technology, we have unprecedented access to musical
performances, but we must fight the mentality that musical performance is the
mission when we gather as God’s people. How can you improve the

congregation’s participation in the singing this year?

Singing is a facet of the word of Christ dwelling in us richly. And yet our singing in
church is so often devoid of any real contemplation of the truths of the word of
Christ. Can you collaborate with others before the next block class to produce

songs in familiar dialects that communicate the word of Christ clearly and richly?

4.4 Do Everything in the Name of the Lord Jesus

As Paul transitions from discussing his household, i.e., the church, to discussing
individual believing households, he segues with a general verse that puts Christ
at the center of all of our roles, whether we are young or old, male or female, rich

or poor.

Position in the Letter

4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).
4.3. Donlove (Col 3:12-16).
4.4. Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus (Col 3:17-4:1).
4.5. Speak steadfastly to God and wisely to outsiders (Col 4:2-6).

5. Paul passes greetings to the Colossians (Col 4:7-18).
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Text

17kal oty O TL €av oL TE £V A0YW 1 €V €pYyw, TTdvta €v Gvopatt kupiov Inood,
eVxaplotodvteg TH Be® Tatpl St avtod.+*

18A{ yuvaikeg, UTTOTdooeoOe TOTG AvOpdoLy wg dvijkev €v kupiw. 1°0t avSpeg,
AYATATE TAG YUVATKAG Kal U miKkpaivesbe mpog aTAG, 20Ta Tékva, VTTAKOVETE
TO1G YoveDoLv katd Ttdvta, ToUTO Yap eVAPESTOV £0TLV £V KUPIw. 2101 TTATEPEG, )
€pebilete TA TEKVA VU@V, Va pun aBuudoy.

2201 60001, VTTAKOVETE KATA TIAVTA TOTG KATA CAPKA KUPLOLG, U1 €V
0@BaApodovAia wg avBpwTdpeokol, AAN’ €v ATAOTNTL Kapdiag pofovpevol TOV
KUpLov. 230 €av moLf|Te, £k Puxig Epyaleobe wg TM Kuplw Kal oVK GvOpwTOoL,
24g180TEG OTL ATO KUPLOV dToAN U EcOE TNV AvTATOS00LY TiiG KA pOoVOuLag. TR
Kkuplw XpLot® SovAeveTe - 250 yap aSk®dv kopioetat 0 Ndiknoev, kat ovk €0TLV
mpocwToAnuPic. #101 kOploy, TO Sikalov kal TNV (edTNTH TOIG S0VA0LG

TapEXeoBE, e160TEG OTL Kal VUETG £XETE KUPLOV £V OVPAVED.

Translation

17And whatever you may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the father through him.

18Wives submit yourselves to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord. 1?Husbands
love your wives, and do not become embittered against them.

20Children obey your parents according to everything, for this is pleasing in the
Lord’s sight. 21Fathers do not irritate your children lest they lose heart.4>

22Slaves obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not in eye-service
as fawners but in sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23Whatever you do, put your
heart and soul into it working as to the Lord and not to men 2*knowing that from

the Lord you will receive the reward of an inheritance. You serve the Lord Christ.

44God the Father (t® 6e® matpl) seems to have been a problematic construction for copyists; see
discussion of 1:3 above. As in that case the external evidence strongly favors the more difficult
construction (contra RP).
45Many ancient manuscripts have mapopylete instead of £peBilete, but again this matches Eph 6:4 and is
therefore internally less likely. The Byz and Vaticanus both support the more rare word, £pefilete, and
the critical editions agree.
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25The one who does wrong will receive what is due him from that which he did
wrong. There is no favoritism. #1Masters provide justice and equality to your

slaves, knowing that you have a Master in heaven.

Diagram

(See next page.)

Comment

The transformation that comes with this renewal in the image of our Creator
(3:10) was never intended to be an individualistic affair. Renewal happens in the
community of God's people and is intended to benefit that community. Paul
proceeds from renewed individuals to renewed households, beginning with the
household of God and then moving to individual households. Nearly two
millennia after these letters were written, we can miss the importance of the
standards Paul sets out here. Genuine godliness is expressed in those closest

relationships with people who know us best, people within our household.

The One Who Does Wrong Will Receive What Is Due Him

That Paul spends the most times on the responsibilities of a slave is perhaps
understandable given that a runaway slave has just been returned to Philemon. It
would be unlikely if the church at Colosse did not find out that Paul had vouched
for Onesimus and offered to pay damages for whatever Onesimus may have done
as he had run away. The wording he uses in that context is very similar to the
wording here. Paul would probably want to make sure that the Christian slaves
understood that Onesimus’s actions were not to be commended or mimicked.
Onesimus’ conversion was what made the difference. The Christian slaves knew

better and would not receive the same treatment for illegal activity.

1 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living
Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
0 Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




17|kat
and
Mav O TLéQv  |molijte

whatever you may do
£v|Aoyw

in |word

or

Ev(Epyw,
in |deed

navra
all things

{nolete}
{do}
év|ovopart
in [name
Kuplou = [Inooo,
of the Lord Jesus
gVXAPLOTODVTEC
giving thanks
™ Be® |= |matpl

to God the Father
oU avTto0.
through [him.

18|Al yuvaikeg, |vmotdooeobe TolC avdpaoy

Wives submit yourselveqto husbands
w¢  |avijkev
as is fitting
gv|kuplw.
in |the Lord
Qyandrte  |toc yuvolkag
love wives
19|01 avépeg, Kol
Husbands and
TUKpoilvecBe
become embittered
Hn
not
TPOC auTAg,
against |them

20[Tatékva, |Umokovete |toic yovedow |

1 Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living
Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




Children

obey parents

21

22

23

avta,
everything

Katd
according to

ToUTOo
this

£0Tv|eLpeCTOV
is pleasing

yap
for

£V
in the sight of

Kuplw.
the Lord

Ol motépeg,
Fathers

TO TEKVO!
children

épebilete
do irritate

OpQV,
your

i
not

aBu p@oLv.
they lose heart.

va pn
lest

Ot SolAoy,
Slaves

UTTOKOVETE
obey

TOTC KuploLg,
masters

avra
all things

KoTo

according to

KOt
according to

odpKa
the flesh

odpBaipodouhia
eye-service

A
not

[}

wg
as

fawners

avBpwndpeokol,

but

AImAOTNTL
sincerity
kapSiog
of heart

dopovpevol
fearing

TOV KUpLOV.
the Lord

noy

O gdv
Whatever

oL T,
you do

£pyaleabe
work

£K
from

Puxiic
the soul
™ KUplw
to the Lord

as

Ko
and

avBpwrnolg,
to men

oUK
not

Training the Next Generation of Servant Leaders in Africa for Great Commission Living
Central Africa Baptist College & Seminary | Box 21891 | Kitwe, Zambia | +260977415011
Web: cabcseminary.org | Email: info@cabcollege.org| Twitter: Cabcollege




[KNOWINg|Tnat |you will receive |a rewara l
anod |kuplou T ¢ KAnpovouLog.
from |the Lord the inheritance

Sdoulevete |t kuplw |= [Xplot®d
you serve |the Lord Christ
25 yap |0 adwkdv KoplogToL
for |the one who does wrong |will receive what is due from
0 néiknoev,
that which |he did wrong
kat |oUk |éotiv  |mpoocwmoAnuiio.
and |not |[thereis |[favoritism
TO Sikalov
justice
1|Oikvplo, |mapéxecBe,| |kal Tol¢ SovAoLC
Masters provide and to slaves
v looémTa
equality
eldoteg |6TL  |Upelgléxete|kUplov
knowing|that [you |have |a Master
Kai évloUpav®.
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Masters Provide Justice and Equality

The fact that Paul exhorts the masters to be fair with their slaves but does not
even hint that releasing them would be the best thing to do may surprise us, but
Paul appears to be content to function within the social structures of his day.
Instead of abolishing slavery, Paul made it a venue for the Christian virtues of

justice, sincerity, and hard work.

Principle
If we are permitted to include verse 17 in this section, perhaps the best way to
summarize would be, “Whatever role you find yourself in, dispatch your

responsibilities with an eye toward what your Master, Jesus will think of your

work.”
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Application
List out the roles that you currently occupy (e.g., for example, father, son,

brother, pastor, lawyer).

How can you apply what you know about the supremacy and preeminence of
Christ to your roles? For instance, “Jesus is Lord, and [ am a father; therefore...”
Write an application of your own that fits each of your own roles. Remember to

include a due date for this application.

4.5 Speak steadfastly to God and wisely to outsiders (4:2—
6).

Paul concludes his section on the Christian life and community with an
exhortation to speech. First, speech to God, making requests of him by prayer,

and second to neighbor, looking for opportunities to share the life-giving

message.

Position in the Letter
4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).

4.4. Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus (Col 3:17-4:1).

4.5. Speak steadfastly to God and wisely to outsiders (Col 4:2-6).
5. Paul passes greetings to the Colossians (Col 4:7-18).

5.1. Tychicus and Onesimus have come with details about Paul’s affairs

(Col 4:7-9).

Text

2THi mpooevyi] TpookapTePELTe, Ypnyopolvteg £v aUTi] v evxaploTiaq,
3MpooegvxOpEVOL Apa Kol Ttepl LAV, tva 0 006 dvoign MUy Bupav ToD Adyou
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AaAfjoal TO puotiplov Tod Xplotol, 6L 0 Kal S£8epar,*e Hlva pavepwow aUTo w§
O€l pe AaAfjoal. YEv co@lqa mepimatelte TPOg TOUG £§w TOV KALPOV
€€ayopalopevol. 60 AGyog DU@V TTAVTOTE €V XAPLTL, AAATL IPTUUEVOG, EIGEVAL TIGG

SETVNAG eVl ekAoTR AmokpivesOaL.

Translation

2Give attention to prayer, staying awake in it with thanksgiving, 3praying at the
same time for me also that God may open to us a door for the word to speak the
mystery of Christ on account of which also I am in chains, 4so that | may make it
plain as is necessary for me to speak. SWalk in wisdom with the outsiders,
redeeming the opportunity. ¢Your word should always be with grace, seasoned

with salt so that you know how it is necessary for you to answer each one.

46Vaticanus and a couple of other manuscripts and versions support 8gov after to6 puotiplov tod. Col 2:2
has similar wording, and though the text there also has variants, Metzger reports that the committee felt
that Col 2:2 shaped the copyists’ work in 4:3.
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Comment

Paul's final set of exhortations concern talking to God and talking to outsiders. He
reminds us to pray regularly, earnestly, thankfully and with the mission of Christ
in mind. He encourages them to walk in wisdom, making every opportunity and

word with unbelievers count.

Seasoned With Salt

Moo comments on this phrase, “Paul is calling on Christians to speak with their
unbelieving neighbors and friends with gracious, warm, and winsome words—all
with the purpose of being able to ‘answer’ unbelievers.” The point of the analogy

is that salt improves flavor. So also our speech should be pleasant, not obnoxious

Principle
Paul encourages the Colossians to use their mouths to bring needs—and
thanksgiving!—before God and to adorn the gospel with wise and pleasant words

to unbelievers.
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Application
What can you do next week that will give you opportunities to speak to

unbelievers and to speak to God about them?
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5. Paul passes greetings to the Colossians (4:7-18).

In this final section, Paul takes an opportunity to pass greetings on from those
who are with him and also asks the Colossians to pass his greetings on to those

whom he knows in their area of Asia Minor.

Position in the Letter

4, Paul exhorts the Colossians to live the new life (Col 3:1-4:6).

5. Paul passes greetings to the Colossians (Col 4:7-18).
5.1. Tychicus and Onesimus have come with details about Paul’s
affairs (Col 4:7-9).
5.2. Men of the circumcision greet the Colossians as Paul’s fellow
workers (Col 4:10-11).
5.3. Epaphras has worked hard and continues to do so in prayer
(Col 4:12-13).
5.4. Luke and Demas send greetings (Col 4:14).
5.5. Paul greets those in the Colossian network (Col 4:15-17).
5.6. Paul signs the letter (Col 4:18).

Text

"Ta kot €ue mavta yvwploet VUV TUXIKOG 0 dyammTog adeAPOg Kal TLoTOG
Stdxovog kat cVVSoVAOG €V Kupiw, 80V EmepPa TPOG VUAS €lg avTO ToUTO, v
YVOTE TA TEPLNUDV Kal TTapakaA€ot) Tag kKapdiag vpdv,*” ‘ouv Ovnoinw T
TMOTH Kol dyam T ASEAPE, G €0Tv €€ VUDY + TEvTa VUV yvwpicovotv Td dSe.
W0AoTtAleTaL VUGS AploTAPYOG O CUVALYUAAWTOG oL Kal MapKoG O avePlog
BapvaBa (tepl o0 AdBete £vToAdg, £av £A0T TPOG Luds, 84EacBe avTOV) kal
'Incodg 6 Aeydpevos ToloTog, ol §vteg ék mepLtopfig, oTOL VoL GuvepYoOL £l THV
Baocelav ToD BeoD, oltives €yevnOnoav pot mapnyopla. 2Zaomaletal VUAS

ETa@pdg 0 €€ u®v, 600A0g Xplotod [Inool], mdvtote dywvi{OUEVOS UTIEP VDV

47Papyrus 46, one of Sinaiticus’ correctors, and the Byzantine text have: yvw ta mept vpwv, “that he may
know your circumstances” (NKJV). The NA28 reading has better external evidence and can explain how the
variants arose. For a plausible account of transition from one reading to another, see Metzger.
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€V TA1G TTIpooev) AT, (va oTaBfiTE TEAELOL KAl TIETTANPO@OPTUEVOL £V TTAVTL
BeAnpatt tob B8£00.48 LBpaptup® yap avtd OTL £XEL TOAVV TTOVOV UTIEP VUGV Kal
TV €v Aaodikela kal TV ev Tepamoret. 14aomadetal LUAG Aovkdg O Latpog O
AyamnTog kal Anuag.49

15AcmdoacOe ToUg év Aaodikeia dSedpovg kal NUp@av kal THv kat’ oikov avTig
EKKANOLoy.50 1okat dtav avayvwobi] tap’ VUV 1) £TLOTOAT, Towoate (va Kat €V T
AaodikEwv EkkAnoia avayvwodii, kal v €k Aaodikeiag tva kal VUETG AVayVOTE.
17xal elmate Apyinnw - BAEne TV Stakoviav 1jv tapérafes £v kupiw, va adTNV
TIANPOTG.

180 domaopog tfj €uf] xept lodAov. pvnuoveVete pov T®V Seap®dVv. 1 xapLg ped’

VUOV.

Translation

"Tychicus, a brother beloved and faithful minister and co-slave in the Lord, will
make known all the details about my circumstances. 81 sent him to you for this
very reason so that you would know the news about us, and he would comfort
your hearts with Onesimus a faithful and beloved brother who is from you. They
will make everything known to you.

10Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas
(concerning whom you received instructions if he comes to you receive him)
Hand Jesus called Justus—these ones alone are from the circumcision among my
coworkers for the kingdom of God. They have become to me a comfort.
12Epaphras greets you. He is from you, a slave of Christ [Jesus], and always

striving on behalf of you in his prayers in order that you would stand mature and

48The evidence is divided regarding whether the text should read Xpiotod 'Inco?d as in the NA28; simply
Xplotov as in several important mss including Papyrus 46, in addition to the Byz; or as in a few mss Incov
Xpotov. This latter reading is least supported, but the choice between the other two is more difficult. The
NA28 tentatively (Metzger's commentary has a C-rating) includes 'Inco®d, contra NET.
49Metzger attributes the variety of readings occurring in connection with moAvv in this verse to the rarity
of the word mévov. The NA28 text is quite well substantiated by the external evidence.
50Determining the gender of NOp@av was evidently difficult for copyists. The Byz has oikov avtod, “his
house” (so NKJv). Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus have oikov a0 Tt@®v, “their house.” Vaticanus and a few other
mss gave sufficient support for oikov a0t as far as NA28 and SBLGNT are concerned.
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complete in the whole will of God. 131 testify for about him that he has great toil
on behalf of you and those in Laodicea and those in Hierapolis. *Luke the
beloved physician greets you, and Demas does as well.

15Greet those brothers in Laodicea and Nympha and also the church who meets
in her house.

16And when this letter has been read for you make sure that it is read also in the
church of Laodicea. And the one from Laodicea also, make sure that you read it.
17Tell Archippus, “Take care to complete the ministry you have received in the
Lord.”

18A greeting in my own hand—Paul, Remember My Chains. Grace be with you.5!

Diagram

(See next page.)

51The Byz typically added aunv and a subscript to the end of texts like this; the closing has little support

elsewhere.
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Comments

While it is true that this section is mostly concerned with the unfamiliar names
and snippets of stories we will never know this side of eternity, it is also rich with
information about the situation and circumstances concerning the letter.
Whatever details we glean help us draw a better picture of the occasion of the

letter, which in turn helps us better understand and apply the letter to ourselves.

Onesimus, a Faithful and Beloved Brother

The mention of Onesimus in addition to several other overlapping names
undoubtedly ties this letter to the intriguing story captured in Paul's letter to
Philemon to which we will turn next. Here, Paul commends him as a trusted
bearer of news along with Tychicus. This may have been surprising for the
church who may have considered Onesimus a criminal because of his runaway
status alone, not to mention any other property he took when he escaped

Philemon.

These Ones Alone Are from the Circumcision

Several thoughts could have occasioned the mention of people "of the
circumcision." First, Paul is making clear that if anyone comes with a message of
circumcision, then the Colossians are to know that, whatever they may claim,
they do not have Paul's endorsement. Another reason could be that it makes clear
that circumcision itself is not a problem. Of course, he himself was circumcised as
well. The problem came when people began to advocate circumcision as

spiritually beneficial to Gentiles, or to say that the Gentiles were somehow
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inferior followers of Christ as long as they remained uncircumcised. Such a

teacher Paul does not tolerate.

Epaphras...Has Great Toil on Behalf of You and Those in Laodicea and Those in
Hierapolis.

Epaphras evidently had some ministry beyond the local church at Colosse. This
supports the idea that Paul expected people to follow after his foundation-laying
ministry to preach the gospel in the smaller cities within reach of the major
metropolitan areas. Such men would have influence and responsibility as church-
planters beyond the local church who commissioned them to whom they were
accountable. Again the issue of assurance arises as part of Epaphras' prayer for

the Colossian church in this critical time.

The One from Laodicea Also, Make Sure That You Read It.

Perhaps through Epaphras, the Colossian church had some relationship and
contact with the Laodicean church. Scholars have speculated on the basis of some
manuscript evidence that the letter that they would have received from Laodicea

was actually the circular letter we now know as Ephesians.

Principle

While it is difficult to derive an overarching principle from these details, one item
does stand out: Paul had a complex network of friends and coworkers in the
gospel, even in a city where he had possibly never visited. Surely this sort of
interconnectivity among Christians should be cultivated for the sake of the

mission to which Christ has called us.

Application

Will your personal network of Great-Commission contacts expand this week?

What can you do to make the most of this opportunity for the sake of the Name?
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Philemon

This short letter came along with the longer letter to the broader Colossian
church. It deals with something of a personal matter between Paul and a man,

Philemon, who hosts a church in his home.

Pre-understanding

Paul is writing from prison (Phlm 1). The letter goes to Philemon first (Phlm 1,
4), whom Paul considered a co-worker (Phlm 1) or a partner (Phlm 17). Since
Philemon’s love had been a refreshment to God’s people (Phlm 7), it seems
possible that a benefactor-type relationship was involved.

The letter is an appeal for kindness to Onesimus (Phlm 10). Onesimus was a slave
(Phlm 16), who it seems had run away (Phlm 15), and subsequently been
converted (Phlm 9, 16). Paul was directly instrumental in Onesimus’ conversion
(Phlm 9). When the runaway had a change of heart before God, he had a changed
life before men as well. Onesimus had been beneficial to Paul while in prison
(Phlm 11, 13), and Paul, in turn had grown exceedingly fond of Onesimus

(Phlm 12).

The most explicit part of his request is in Phlm 17-18. Paul asks Philemon to
grant welcome and forgiveness to Onesimus. Based on Phlm 13, 17-18, I gather
that Paul wants Philemon to forgive and accept Onesimus back into the
household. Even better would be for Onesimus to be released to serve Paul as he
had been doing before Paul returned him with Tychicus to Colosse. So O’Brien,
“The apostle was confident that his friend would respond in a godly manner and
believed that he ‘will do even more than I ask’ (21). These words are tantalizing
but as we read between the lines we conclude that the ‘more’ of which Paul
speaks is Philemon’s willingness to return Onesimus to Paul for the service of the
gospel (21).”52 The echo of Phlm 7 in Phlm 17 shows that Paul thought of his

request as a part of gospel ministry partnership.

52Introduction to Philemon, New Bible Commentary.
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Outline
1. Paul greets Philemon and his associates (Phlm 1-3).
2. Paul reports his thanksgiving and prayers regarding Philemon (Phlm 4-7).
2.1. Paul thanks God for his Christ-centered faith and indiscriminate love
(Phlm 4-5).
2.2. Paul prays that their partnership in the faith would be fruitful (Phlm
6).
2.3. Paul commends Philemon for his kind, generous love (Phlm 7).
3. Paul makes his request of Philemon (Phlm 8-22).
3.1. Paul introduces his request without making demands (Phlm 10-12).
3.2. Paul submits his wishes to Philemon’s consent (Phlm 13-14).
3.3. Paul presents a picture of the new relationship (Phlm 15-17).
3.4. Paul offers to repay any loss on Onesimus’ account (Phlm 18-19).
3.5. Paul closes his requests and asks for lodging (Phlm 20-22).
4. Paul passes on greetings and closes the letter (Phlm 23-25).

Text

1 [TaDAog 8€optog Xplotod ‘Incod kat Tipno0eog 6 ddeA@og P pove Td dyanntd
Kol ouvepy® NUOV 2 kal Al tf] ddeA@i kal ApYITIw TG cLOTPATIWT NUEDV
Kkal Tfj kot 0lkdV oov EkkAnoiq,53 3 xdpig LUIV kal eiprivn 4md B£od Tatpdg NUdY
kai kupiov 'Inood Xplotod.

4+ EUxaplot® t@® 0ed pHov TAVTOTE LVELAV GOV TIOLOVUEVOS ETIL TV TIPOCEVY DV
LoV, 5 AKOV WYV 0OV TNV AYATNV Kal THV ToTL, |V €XELS TTPOG TOV KUpLov Incodv
Kal € TAVTHG TOVG AyI0UG, ¢ OTIwG 1 KovwVvia TH)¢ TOTEWS 00V EvEPYNS YEVT TAL

€V ETILYVWOEL TAVTOG yaBoD ToD €v UiV €lg XpLoTov.5* 7 yapav yap TTOAATNV €60V

53The Byz and thus RP has ™ ayannt, but the mss evidence for the NA28 text is better. The Byz reading,

according to Metzger, matches the previous verse and is therefore more likely to be secondary.

54NA28 agrees with Alexandrinus against Papyrus 61, Sinaiticus and the Byz which have ev vuwv. Since the

latter reading retains the most recent person, it is more likely to have been the product of smoothing than

vice versa.
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Kol TapakAnow £mi tf] dydmn oov, 0Tt Ta oTAdyXvVa TV aylwv dvamémavtot Sti
00U, ASeAPE.

8 AL0 TTOAANV €V XpLoT@® mappnoiav Exwv EMITACOELY 60L TO Avijkov 2 St TV
Ayamnv poAAoV TapakaA®d, ToloUTog v we [labAlog peafutng vuvi 8¢ kal
S6éoptog Xplotod 'Inood - 10 mapakad® o€ tepl ToU ROV TEKVOU, OV EYEVVIIOA €V
T01G Seapoig, ‘'Ovnopoy, 11 Tov moTé ool dxpnotov vuvi 8¢ [Kal] ool kal €pot
ebxpnotov, 12 0v avemepuPd oot avTOV, TOUT £0TLV TA R CTIAQYXVASS - 13 OV EY®
€BovAGUNV TTPOG EPAVTOV KATEXELY, Va UTIEP 00D pol StakoVvi] €v ToTlg Seopols Tod
evayyeiiov, 14 xwplg 8¢ Ti¢ 611G Yvwung ovdEv BéANca TTotfjoal, (va Ut w¢§ KoTa
Gvdryrnv T0 dyaBdév oov 1 ALK kAT £koVGLoV.

15 Taya yap St toUto Exwplodn mpog wpav, (va alwviov avtov dmexng, 16 oUKETL
¢ 600A0v AN’ Umep SoTA0V, ASeA @OV ayammtov, paAlota pol, Téow 8¢ PaAAOV
ool kai év oapki kai év kupiw. 17 ei 00V pe £xelg kowwvov, TPpooAaBod avTov Mg
€UE. 18 el 8¢ TLNSikNoEV o€ 1} Oeidel, ToDTO £ol EAAOYA. 19 eyw [TabAog Eypaa
TH €uf] X, Yy amotiow - (va un A&y ool OTL Kal €U TOV oL TIPOCOPEIAELG. 20
val ASeAPE, €Yy 0oL Ovailpny €v Kuplw * AVATIAVGOV POV TA OTIAdYXVX £V XPLOT®.
21 [TemolBwg Tf) VTTaKof) cov EypaPd oo, el6wG OTL KAl UTEP G AEYw TTOU|OELG. 22
apoa 8¢ xal ETolpale pot Eeviav - EATIICW Yap OTL SLA TV TPOCEVYXDV VDV
xaplobnoopat LUv.

23 Aomtdletal og 'EMa@pdg 0 ouvalyaAwTtog pov v Xplotd Inood, 24 Mapkog,
Aplotapyog, Anudg, Aovkdag, ol cuvepyol pov.

25*H xap1ig ol kupiov 'Incod Xplotod petd Tod mvedUATOG VUGDV.56

55"Scribal amelioration” explains the addition of mpooAafov and ov in various places in this verse,
acccording to Metzger. The NA28 text is the roughest reading and therefore more likely to be original, and
it is sufficiently supported by Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus.

56Alexandrinus and the Byz among others support the addition of nuwv after xupiov. However, the
shorter reading is preferred and the support for the shorter reading is solid. As with Colossians, the letter
is closed with an aunv as well as several words of subscription in many, especially late, mss. Since this is a

known scribal practice, the probability is high that these are not original.
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Translation

1Paul a prisoner of Christ Jesus and Timothy a brother to Philemon our beloved
coworker 2and Apphia a sister, and Archippus our fellow-soldier and the church
associated with your house. 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ

4] thank my God always making mention of you during my prayers >because |
have heard of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and for
all God's holy people ¢so that the fellowship of your faith become effective by
knowledge of every goodness of what is ours in Christ. 7For great joy and
encouragement they have had from your love because the hearts of God's holy
people have been refreshed through you brother.

8That is why, having great boldness in Christ to order you to your duty—on
%account of love I encourage instead—such a man as Paul the elder, but now also
a prisoner of Christ Jesus—10] encourage you concerning my own child

whom [ have fathered in prison, Onesimus. 11He was once a useless person to you
but now to you also and to me, he is useful 12whom I sent again to you—him this
one is my heart 13whom I desired to keep him with me, so that by you he may
have ministry to me in bonds because of the gospel. 14But I wanted to do nothing
without your approval lest your goodness would be as by constraint but now it
will be voluntary instead.

15For perhaps on account of this he was separated from you for an hour so that
you may receive him in full for eternity—éno longer as a slave, but more than a
slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you both in
flesh and in spirit. 17Therefore if you count me as a partner, receive him as you
receive me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or if he owes you anything,
charge this to my account. 1°I Paul write with my own hand: I will repay—not to
say that even you owe me your own self. 20Yes, brother, I would receive this
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.

21Persuaded of your obedience I write to you knowing that even above what I say

you will do. 22 But at the same time also make a guestroom ready for me. For I
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hope that through your prayers, I shall be handed over into custody your
23Epaphras greets you. 24(As do) Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my

coworkers. 25The grace of Lord Jesus Christ with your spirits.
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Principle

What is the big idea of this text?

What are some enduring principles, theological truths or practical wisdom?

Application

How can we apply this text in a concrete way?
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